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Modal Verbs 3 by K S Sandhu 

A Man with No Name 

It was a quiet Monday evening. Sarah and her friend Tom were sitting in a 
small café, drinking coffee and reading the local newspaper. Suddenly, Sarah 
looked up with a surprised expression. 

“Tom, did you read about the ‘man with no name’? It’s really strange,” she 
said. 

“No, what happened?” Tom replied, leaning forward. 

Sarah began to explain. “Yesterday, the police found a man walking along the 
beach. He looked completely bewildered and disoriented. He couldn’t 
remember his name, his age, or where he lived. The newspaper says he might 
have amnesia.” 

Tom thought for a moment. “He must have had a car accident or something. 
That would explain the memory loss.” 

Sarah shook her head. “No, he couldn’t have. The doctors checked him 
carefully. He doesn’t have any injuries at all. He seems healthy, just very 
confused.” 

“Maybe he has been suffering from stress,” Tom suggested. “Or he might have 
fallen and hit his head earlier, even if there are no marks now.” 

Sarah continued reading. “The police asked him many questions, but he only 
spoke in fluent English with a local accent. So he can’t have been an illegal 
immigrant.” 

Tom nodded. “That’s interesting. What about his possessions? He must have 
had a wallet, a phone, or some keys, right?” 

“Nothing,” Sarah answered. “He wasn’t carrying anything. The police should 
have found something by now, but they haven’t.” 

Tom looked thoughtful. “His things might have been stolen. Or perhaps he 
could have left them somewhere before he got lost.” 

“The police must have checked the missing persons records already,” Sarah 
said. “But they didn’t find a match. It’s a real mystery.” 

They sat in silence for a few seconds. Then Tom asked, “Do you think he might 
have run away from something? Family problems, maybe?” 



Sarah replied, “It’s possible, but the doctors don’t think so. They hypothesize 
that something sudden happened to his memory. He seems calm now, but he 
must have experienced something very upsetting.” 

Just then, Sarah’s phone rang. It was her cousin, who worked at the hospital. 

“Sarah! You won’t believe this,” her cousin said excitedly. “The man with no 
name? He just remembered his name – it’s David! He must have been in a big 
argument with his wife that morning. He walked out, left everything behind, 
and wandered for hours. The stress might have caused temporary amnesia.” 

Sarah smiled and told Tom the news. “See? We were making lots of guesses, 
but the truth was simpler than we thought.” 

Tom laughed. “Well, next time something like this happens, we shouldn’t jump 
to conclusions too quickly!” 

 

Questions: 

Question 1: Where were Sarah and Tom when they talked about the 
newspaper story? 

Question 2: What did the police find on the beach? 

Question 3: Why did Tom think the man must have had a car accident? 

Question 4: According to Sarah, why couldn’t the man have been in a car 
accident? 

Question 5: What did the man sound like when he spoke English? 

Question 6: What did Sarah and Tom think might have happened to the man’s 
possessions? 

Question 7: What did the police check but not find any match for? 

Question 8: What was the real reason for the man’s memory loss? 

Question 9: Who called Sarah with the news about the man’s identity? 

Question 10: What advice did Tom give at the end of the story? 

 

Answers 

Answer 1: They were sitting in a small café drinking coffee. 

Answer 2: They found a confused man who couldn’t remember his name or 
where he was from. 

Answer 3: Because he thought that would explain the memory loss. 



Answer 4: Because the doctors said he had no injuries at all. 

Answer 5: He spoke fluent English with a local accent. 

Answer 6: They thought his things might have been stolen or that he could 
have left them somewhere. 

Answer 7: They checked the missing persons records. 

Answer 8: He had a big argument with his wife, left everything behind, and the 
stress caused temporary amnesia. 

Answer 9: Her cousin, who worked at the hospital. 

Answer 10: We shouldn’t jump to conclusions too quickly. 
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