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Modal Verbs 2 by K S Sandhu 

A Mysterious Exhibition 

Emma and her friend Alex decided to visit the new contemporary art exhibition 

in the city centre. They had heard it was remarkable, full of innovative and 

sometimes puzzling works. 

“Look at this one, Alex,” said Emma. “It must be a portrait of someone famous. 

The colours are so strong and emotional.” 

Alex stepped closer. “I’m not sure. It could be a landscape. The shapes might 

represent mountains at sunset. Or it might not be anything real at all – it looks 

quite abstract.” 

A young gallery guide joined them. “This piece is by a renowned British artist. 

Many visitors think it must have taken months to create.” 

Emma smiled. “It’s intriguing. The artist might be trying to show how 

technology is changing our lives. These lines could be computer circuits.” 

Alex laughed. “You’re probably right. It can’t be a simple picture. The artist 

should have explained it better in the description!” 

They moved to the next room, which was full of avant-garde installations – 

strange objects made from metal and glass. 

“What on earth is this?” asked Alex, pointing at a large silver sculpture. “It 

looks enigmatic. It might be a robot from the future.” 

Emma thought for a moment. “It could be part of a jet engine, but I doubt it. It 

must be something related to communication. Look at all those wires! The 

artist may have wanted to show how connected we are through phones and 

the internet.” 

The guide smiled. “Many people make the same speculation. Actually, the 

artist says it represents modern relationships. Some visitors think it must have 

been inspired by mobile phones.” 

“Interesting,” said Alex. “In the past, people couldn’t contact each other so 

easily. Today we can call or message anyone. But sometimes I think we should 

have kept life simpler.” 



Emma nodded. “True. Look at this smaller piece over there. It can’t be a 

phone, it’s too big. It might be an old computer from the 1980s. Or it could be 

a symbol of how quickly technology becomes outdated.” 

As they continued walking, they saw a video installation showing people 

staring at their screens. 

“This one is quintessential of our time,” said Emma. “We must be careful not 

to lose real conversations. We might feel more connected, but sometimes we 

feel more alone.” 

Alex checked his watch. “It’s already six o’clock. The gallery should have closed 

ten minutes ago, but luckily it’s open late tonight.” 

Emma replied, “We could stay a bit longer. There’s one more room. The 

paintings there might be even more puzzling.” 

On the way out, Alex said, “I really enjoyed this. Art like this makes you think. 

Some pieces are so mysterious you can’t be completely sure what they mean – 

and that’s what makes them special.” 

Emma agreed. “Yes, and it reminds us how much technology has changed 

everything. We might not always notice it, but it has transformed our world in 

remarkable ways.” 

Questions: 

question1: Who went to the contemporary art exhibition? 

question2: What did Emma think the first painting must be? 

question3: What did Alex think the painting could represent? 

question4: What did the gallery guide say about the silver sculpture? 

question5: What did Emma think the large silver sculpture might represent? 

question6: Why did Alex say people should have kept life simpler? 

question7: What did Emma say the smaller piece couldn’t be? 

question8: What time did Alex check on his watch? 

question9: What did Emma and Alex think about modern technology after 

seeing the exhibition? 

question10: What did Alex say makes the art pieces special? 



Answers: 

answer1: Emma and her friend Alex.  

answer2: A portrait of someone famous.  

answer3: Mountains at sunset or something abstract.  

answer4: It represents modern relationships and was possibly inspired by 

mobile phones.  

answer5: Something related to communication (with lots of wires).  

answer6: Because today we can contact people so easily, but life feels less 

simple.  

answer7: A phone (because it was too big).  

answer8: Six o’clock.  

answer9: Technology has changed everything and we must be careful not to 

lose real conversations.  

answer10: They are mysterious and you can’t be completely sure what they 

mean. 
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