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Future Tenses 5 K S Sandhu 

A Busy Week Ahead 

Emma sat at her desk, staring at her computer screen. It was Friday afternoon, 

and she was going to have a relaxing weekend with her friends. But things 

were about to change. 

“Hi Emma, it’s Sarah here,” said her best friend on the phone. “I was going to 

call you earlier, but I’ve been so busy. Listen, there’s a problem with our 

cinema plans tonight. I’m due to finish my shift at the café at 6 p.m., but my 

boss just told me I might have to stay longer. I’m sure to be tired if I work extra 

hours!” 

Emma laughed. “Don’t worry, Sarah. I wasn’t going to go out anyway because I 

need to prepare for my presentation on Monday. The manager is to give me 

feedback on it next week, so I want to make it perfect.” 

As soon as she put the phone down, her mobile rang again. It was her brother, 

Tom. 

“Emma? Hi! You were going to help me choose a new laptop this weekend, 

right? Well, I’m about to buy one online, but I’m not sure which one is best. 

The shop is likely to have a sale soon, but I don’t want to wait.” 

Emma sighed. “Tom, I can’t talk now. I’m about to start cooking dinner. Can we 

discuss it tomorrow morning? I hope to have more time then.” 

The next day, everything became even busier. Emma received a voice message 

from her boss: “Hello Emma, this is Mr. Carlton. You were going to send me 

the quarterly report yesterday, but I haven’t received it yet. We are due to 

present the results at the board meeting on Tuesday. There’s likely to be a 

delay if we don’t get the numbers right. Please finish it by Monday.” 

Emma felt stressed. She wasn’t going to spend her whole Saturday working, 

but now she had no choice. While she was typing, her mother called. 

“Darling, the family reunion is to take place next month. Your aunt and uncle 

are sure to ask about your new job. You are likely to get lots of questions! I was 

going to bake a cake, but I think I’ll need your help.” 

“Mum, I might be free next weekend,” replied Emma, “but this week is 

impossible. My presentation is due to happen soon, and I still have to practise 

it.” 



Later that evening, Emma met Sarah at the gym for their usual aerobics class. 

They were both out of breath after the warm-up. 

“I can’t believe how busy I am,” said Emma. “I was going to relax this weekend, 

but everything changed. My report is to be ready by Monday, and my brother 

is about to buy an expensive laptop without my advice!” 

Sarah smiled. “Same here! I was going to go shopping tomorrow, but now I’m 

likely to work overtime again. Life is sure to get easier after this busy period, 

don’t you think?” 

Emma nodded. “I hope to finish everything by Sunday evening. Then we can 

finally have that cinema night we planned. Things are bound to improve next 

week!” 

As they continued exercising, Emma realised that even when plans change, 

being organised helps. She felt more confident about the week ahead. The 

future might be busy, but she was going to manage it. 

 

Questions: 

Question 1: What was Emma originally planning to do on the weekend? 

Question 2: Why was Sarah going to be late for the cinema plans? 

Question 3: What is Emma due to do on Monday? 

Question 4: Why did Tom call Emma? 

Question 5: What message did Emma receive from her boss? 

Question 6: What event is due to take place next month according to Emma’s 

mother? 

Question 7: How does Emma feel about her busy week at the end of the story? 

Question 8: What future form is used when Emma says “I’m about to start 

cooking dinner”? 

Question 9: Who is sure to ask Emma about her new job? 

Question 10: What does Emma hope to do by Sunday evening? 

  



Answers: 

Answer 1: She was going to have a relaxing weekend with her friends. 

Answer 2: She might have to stay longer at the café because her boss asked 

her to work extra hours. 

Answer 3: She is due to give a presentation on Monday. 

Answer 4: He called because he was about to buy a new laptop and wanted 

her help choosing one. 

Answer 5: Her boss said she was going to send the quarterly report yesterday 

but didn’t, and it is due for the board meeting on Tuesday. 

Answer 6: The family reunion is to take place next month. 

Answer 7: She feels more confident about the week ahead. 

Answer 8: “Be about to” (for something that is going to happen very soon). 

Answer 9: Her aunt and uncle are sure to ask her about her new job. 

Answer 10: She hopes to finish everything by Sunday evening so they can have 

their cinema night. 
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