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Future Tenses 3 by K S Sandhu 

The Long Wait for Peace 

Alex looked at his wife, Maria, who was resting on the sofa with her hands on 

her growing belly. Their apartment building was undergoing major renovation. 

For weeks, workers had been fixing the old roof, but the work seemed 

interminable. The young couple lived on the top floor, and every day brought 

noise, dust, and cold draughts through the cracks. 

"By the end of this week," Alex said with a sigh, "the men will have been 

working on the roof for over two months. We will have suffered constant 

commotion and dirt for eight long weeks." Maria smiled weakly. "I know. The 

baby is due next month, and it looks as though the repairs will not have been 

completed by then. This situation is becoming intolerable." 

Alex nodded. He had written a polite but firm letter to Mr Khan, the company 

manager, earlier that day. In it, he explained their worries and asked for 

reassurance that the work above their flat would have finished by early June at 

the latest. He hoped Mr Khan would understand their exasperation. 

Later that evening, their friend Sofia came to visit. She was always meticulous 

about planning and loved giving advice. 

"Shall we go out for dinner this weekend?" Sofia asked cheerfully. 

"Only after seven," Alex replied. "I won’t have finished preparing the baby’s 

room until then. I’m painting the walls, but the new plaster won’t have dried 

properly before Wednesday." 

Maria joined the conversation. "Carol from downstairs has lost so much 

weight! By next week she will have been going to her fitness classes for over 

six weeks. If she continues, she will have lost five kilos by the end of the 

month. I wish I had her energy!" 

Sofia laughed. "You’re doing great, Maria. You’re resilient and strong. By the 

time the baby arrives, the worst of the noise will have ended. Your mother-in-

law is coming to help, isn’t she? Don’t worry – by the time she gets here, the 

cacophony from the roof will have stopped!" 

Alex poured tea for everyone. "When I retire in thirty years," he joked, "I will 

have been living in noisy apartments for most of my life if we don’t find a 

better place soon!" 



The friends talked about the future. Maria said, "After September, when the 

baby is bigger, we will have more free time because the repairs will have been 

completed. I can already anticipate peaceful mornings with no hammers 

banging above us." 

Sofia added seriously, "The company must mitigate these problems. Persistent 

delays are unfair to expectant families." 

Two really difficult words appeared naturally in their chat: perseverance (the 

quality of continuing despite difficulties) and inevitable (certain to happen).  

"We need perseverance to stay calm," Alex said, "but some noise is inevitable 

during big repairs." 

By bedtime, Maria felt more hopeful. "By this time next month," she 

whispered, "the work will have finished, the baby will have been born, and our 

little family will have started our new chapter in a quiet, warm home." 

Alex kissed her forehead. "Yes, and we will have survived all this disruption 

together." 

 

Questions: 

question1: Who is pregnant in the story? 

question2: How long will the workers have been repairing the roof by the end 

of this week? 

question3: Why is Alex worried about the repairs? 

question4: What does Alex want Mr Khan to do? 

question5: When does Alex say he will finish preparing the baby’s room? 

question6: What will Carol have done by the end of the month? 

question7: Who visits Alex and Maria in the evening? 

question8: What two really difficult words are used in the story? 

question9: By this time next month, what two things does Maria hope will have 

happened? 

question10: What is the main problem in the story? 

 

 

 

 



Answers: 

answer1: Maria is pregnant. 

answer2: The workers will have been working on the roof for over two months. 

answer3: Because the work is noisy, dirty, and creates cold draughts, and the 

baby is coming soon. 

answer4: He wants Mr Khan to reassure them that the work on their part of 

the roof will have finished by the beginning of June. 

answer5: After seven o’clock. 

answer6: She will have lost over five kilos. 

answer7: Their friend Sofia visits them. 

answer8: Perseverance and inevitable. 

answer9: The roof repairs will have finished and the baby will have been born. 

answer10: The long and noisy renovation of the apartment building roof while 

Maria is pregnant. 
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