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Banta Learning Articles 3 by K S Sandhu 

Banta lives in Bedford and is studying English in the evening classes at the local 

college. He enjoys his lessons, especially the third one on articles: when to use 

an article or no article at all. 

One day, Banta decided to visit his old friend Reeta, who lives in Lisbon. He 

booked a cheap flight with easyJet. The instructions were clear: "When you get 

to Stansted Airport, check in at 8.45 a.m. and go to Gate 56 for flight 

EZ1221."Banta arrived early at the airport. He went to check-in desk 3A and 

showed his passport. After that, he walked through security and found Gate 

56. There, he met the tour guide, Reena, who greeted everyone with a big 

smile. "Welcome! I'm Reena, and I'll take care of you in Portugal," she said. 

The flight was smooth, and soon they landed at Lisbon Airport. From there, a 

bus took them to the hotel. All the rooms were on the third floor, with great 

views of the River Tagus. Banta opened the window and admired the wide 

river and the colourful buildings on the other side. "What a beautiful city!" he 

thought. 

In the afternoon, the group visited the Gulbenkian Museum. The museum has 

an amazing collection of art from all periods, especially the eighteenth century. 

Banta loved the paintings and sculptures. He learned that Mr Gulbenkian was a 

rich man who collected beautiful things from Asia, Europe, and Africa. 

At 6.00 p.m., Reena brought everyone back to the hotel. "You have an hour 

and a half to relax before dinner," she said. Banta went to his room, had a 

shower, and rested on the bed. He felt tired but excited. 

Later in the evening, he was free to explore the centre of Lisbon on foot. He 

walked along narrow streets and arrived at Rossio Square. There were many 

people, cafés, and street musicians. Banta sat at a table outside and ordered a 

coffee. He watched tourists and locals walking by. 

Suddenly, he saw Reeta! She was walking with her dog. "Banta! Is that really 

you?" she shouted. They hugged and laughed. "I didn't know you were coming 

today!" Reeta said. 

They spent the evening together. They talked about old times and new plans. 

Reeta showed him her favourite places: a small bookshop near Praça do 

Comércio and a bakery that sells the best pastéis de nata. 



At midnight, Banta returned to the hotel. He was happy and a little exhausted. 

"Travelling teaches you so much," he thought. "And English helps me make 

new memories." 

The next morning, he flew back to England. On the plane, he reviewed his 

notes from the lesson on articles. He smiled because now he understood 

better: no article before Lisbon, Stansted Airport, Gate 56, or English, but the 

before River Tagus and the museum. 

Banta felt more confident. His trip to Lisbon was not only fun – it was a real 

lesson in life and grammar. 

 

Questions: 

Question 1: Where does Banta live, and what is he studying in the evening? 

Question 2: What is the number of the flight that Banta took to Lisbon? 

Question 3: On which floor are all the hotel rooms, and what can you see from 

the windows? 

Question 4: Which museum did the group visit in the afternoon, and what is it 

famous for? 

Question 5: How did Banta explore the centre of Lisbon in the evening, and 

who did he meet there by chance? 

Answers: 

Answer 1: Banta lives in Bedford, and he is studying English in the evening 

classes at the local college. 

Answer 2: The flight number is EZ1221. 

Answer 3: All the hotel rooms are on the third floor, and they have great views 

of the River Tagus. 

Answer 4: The group visited the Gulbenkian Museum. It has an amazing 

collection of art from all periods, especially the eighteenth century. 

Answer 5: He explored the centre of Lisbon on foot, and he met his friend 

Reeta there by chance (in Rossio Square). 
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