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Perfect Tenses 3 by K S Sandhu 

An Exciting New Electric Car  

Last week, Jane passed her driving test on her third attempt. She has felt very 

happy since that moment. “I’ve driven a normal car many times,” she told her 

friend Lucy, “but I have never tried an electric car before.” 

Yesterday, Jane and Lucy visited an car exhibition in the city. A small American 

company called Markton Automobiles has just announced that its new electric 

car, the Lexington X1, will go into production this year. The company made the 

announcement at last month’s Auto Show in Geneva. Jane and Lucy listened 

carefully to the presentation. 

The presenter explained the problems that electric cars have faced so far. 

Manufacturers have not been able to produce a car that can really compete 

with petrol cars. There have been two major difficulties: speed and distance. 

Up until now, electric cars have been either too slow or unable to travel far 

enough without recharging their batteries. 

However, Markton Automobiles claims that they have overcome these 

difficulties with a new type of solar panel which continually recharges the 

batteries while the car is moving. The company has not given the press all the 

exact details yet, but they have already tested the car successfully under all 

kinds of weather conditions. 

A Japanese company first designed the engine in 2007. Over the last few years, 

Markton has adapted the design and increased its power. The company invited 

ten journalists to test-drive the new car last week. Their reports have been 

mainly positive. 

Jane was very excited. “I have just seen the Lexington X1,” she said to Lucy. “It 

looks amazing! I have wanted an electric car since I passed my test.” 

Lucy smiled. “The boss at my office has given me a new job this week too, so 

maybe I can buy one soon. We have used all our savings on other things, but 

this car looks like the future.” 

After the presentation, the two friends spoke to one of the engineers. He told 

them, “We have tested the car in rain, snow, and hot sun. It has performed 

very well. We have overcome the main problems that other electric cars still 

have.” 



Jane asked many questions because she has always been curious about new 

technology. She has read a lot about electric cars this year, but she has never 

seen one so advanced. 

On the way home, Jane said, “Electric cars have changed a lot recently. I think I 

will buy one when they are available. I have driven ordinary cars for years, but 

this feels like a real transformation in transportation.” 

Lucy agreed. “Yes, the industry has made great progress. A few years ago 

nobody believed this was possible, but now it has become reality.” 

That evening, Jane wrote in her diary: “Today has been an exciting day. I have 

learned so much about the new Lexington X1. I have decided to save money 

for an electric car. Life has become more interesting since I passed my driving 

test!” 

Jane has lived in the same town all her life, but now she dreams of long 

journeys in a silent, clean car. She has not felt this enthusiastic about anything 

for a long time. 

The next morning she told her mother, “Markton has just announced their new 

car. I have already imagined myself driving it!” 

 

 

Questions: 

Question 1: When did Jane pass her driving test? 

Question 2: What has Markton Automobiles just announced? 

Question 3: What two major difficulties have electric cars had so far? 

Question 4: How has Markton overcome the problems with speed and 

distance? 

Question 5: When did a Japanese company first design the engine? 

Question 6: What have the journalists’ reports been like? 

Question 7: How long has Jane wanted an electric car? 

Question 8: Has Jane driven an electric car before? 

Question 9: What has Jane decided to do after visiting the exhibition? 

Question 10: What does Jane say has become more interesting since she 

passed her driving test? 

 



Answers: 

Answer 1: She passed her driving test last week. 

Answer 2: Markton Automobiles has just announced that its new electric car, 

the Lexington X1, will go into production this year. 

Answer 3: The two major difficulties have been speed and distance. 

Answer 4: They have overcome the problems with a new type of solar panel 

which continually recharges the batteries. 

Answer 5: A Japanese company first designed the engine in 2007. 

Answer 6: Their reports have been mainly positive. 

Answer 7: She has wanted an electric car since she passed her test. 

Answer 8: No, she has never tried an electric car before. 

Answer 9: She has decided to save money for an electric car. 

Answer 10: Life has become more interesting since she passed her driving test. 

 

  



 
  



 

  



 


