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Perfect Tenses 2 by K S Sandhu 

A New Start Behind the Wheel 

Jane has lived in the same small town all her life. She has always wanted to 

drive, but she has failed her driving test twice before. Every time she tried, she 

felt nervous and made mistakes. “I haven’t had proper lessons,” she often said 

to herself. 

Three months ago, on March 12th, everything changed. Jane has known 

Caroline since that day. Caroline has been her driving instructor. “How long 

have you known Caroline?” her friend Lucy asked one afternoon. 

“I’ve known her for about three months,” Jane replied with a big smile. “She 

has taught me so much already!” 

Since March, Jane has had ten driving lessons. She has practised parking, 

changing gears, and driving on busy roads. Caroline has been patient and kind. 

“You have improved a lot,” she has often told Jane. Jane has never felt so 

confident before. 

Lucy was curious. “How many lessons have you had since then?” 

“Ten so far,” Jane answered. “I think I’ll pass the test this time. I’ve failed it 

twice before, but this is the first time I have had proper lessons.” 

Lucy laughed. “Good luck! I haven’t been shopping for several days and my 

fridge is empty, so I must go now. But call me after the test!” 

The next day was the big test. Jane has woken up early. She has checked her 

mirrors carefully, just like Caroline has taught her. As she drove, she 

remembered all the advice. “You have prepared well,” she told herself. 

After the test, the examiner smiled. “Congratulations! You have passed!” 

Jane has never been happier. She has phoned Caroline immediately. “I have 

passed! Thank you so much. You have changed my life!” 

Caroline replied, “I’m so proud. You have worked hard since March.” 

That evening, Jane met Lucy for coffee. “It’s been a wonderful day,” she said. “I 

haven’t felt this excited for years!” 

Lucy hugged her. “This is the best news I’ve heard all week. You have achieved 

something important.” 



Jane has lived in the same house since she was born, but now she feels 

different. She has gained new freedom. She has already driven to the 

supermarket, to the park, and even to the beach. “I haven’t driven so far 

before,” she told her family. 

Her mother said, “We have waited for this moment for a long time. You have 

made us all proud.” 

Jane has learned an important lesson: with the right help and practice, anyone 

can succeed. She has not smoked since she was a teenager, she has not worn 

short trousers for years, but driving is her new passion. 

Now, every time Jane gets in the car, she thinks about how far she has come. 

She has known Caroline for only three months, but their friendship has grown 

strong. “I’ve been to the test centre two times before,” Jane often jokes, “but 

this is the third time – and I passed!” 

Life has become more exciting since she passed her test. Jane has already 

planned many trips. She has never eaten such good food at new restaurants 

she can now reach easily. Everything feels possible confident – feeling sure 

about yourself. 

 

Questions: 

Question 1: How long has Jane known Caroline? 

Question 2: How many driving lessons has Jane had since March? 

Question 3: How many times has Jane failed her driving test before this one? 

Question 4: How many times has Jane been to the test centre before her 

successful test? 

Question 5: What has Jane already done since she passed her test? 

Question 6: Has Jane lived in the same house all her life? 

Question 7: How does Jane feel now compared to before? (Use "never" in your 

answer) 

Question 8: What important lesson has Jane learned? 

Question 9: What two things has Jane not done for a long time? 

Question 10: What has become Jane’s new passion? 

Answers: 

Answer 1: She has known Caroline for about three months. 

Answer 2: She has had ten driving lessons since March. 



Answer 3: She has failed her driving test twice before. 

Answer 4: She has been to the test centre twice before. 

Answer 5: She has already driven to the supermarket, to the park, and to the 

beach. 

Answer 6: Yes, she has lived in the same house all her life / since she was born. 

Answer 7: She has never been happier. 

Answer 8: She has learned that with perseverance and good teaching, anyone 

can succeed. 

Answer 9: She has not smoked since she was a teenager and she has not worn 

short trousers for years. 

Answer 10: Driving has become her new passion. 
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