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Past Tenses 6 by K S Sandhu 

The Chaotic Airport Morning 

Grace woke up early on the morning of the big school trip to Paris. She felt 

excited but also a bit nervous. For weeks, she had been practising her French 

phrases every evening after dinner. She had been repeating sentences like “Où 

est la Tour Eiffel?” until her brother complained that she never stopped 

talking! 

The night before, Grace had been packing her suitcase carefully. She had been 

choosing outfits for three hours when she suddenly realised the rules: only one 

piece of luggage allowed. She had been filling two big bags already, so she 

quickly emptied everything onto the bed and started again. In the end, she had 

to rush out in the evening to buy a smaller backpack because nothing else 

fitted. 

Meanwhile, Irina had been waiting for her e-ticket since the previous 

afternoon. The travel company had been sending her the wrong times over 

and over again because of a computer error. When the teacher rang her last 

night, Irina still hadn’t received it, so she had been checking her email every 

five minutes. Finally, she decided to print an old confirmation from the 

website. 

Lily, on the other hand, seemed completely calm. When the teacher called, Lily 

had been packing her things neatly for days. She had been organising her 

backpack with little pockets for snacks, her phone charger, and even a tiny 

umbrella. “I hate surprises,” she told the teacher with a laugh. 

The teacher had been worrying about the hostel all week. The travel agent had 

been making enquiries about a better place earlier that day because the first 

one looked dirty and far from the centre. They had been negotiating a cheaper 

price too, so everyone had been hoping for good news. The agent promised to 

call first thing in the morning. 

At the airport in the evening, the group finally met. Jack arrived looking 

exhausted. He had been running from the bus stop for twenty minutes 

because his alarm hadn’t gone off. Barry and Gill were soaked to the skin – it 

had been raining heavily all afternoon, and they had been walking without 

umbrellas. Emma yawned loudly; she had been studying French grammar until 

2 a.m. and now felt very tired. The children in the group were covered in mud 



because they had been playing in the park near the station before their 

parents picked them up. 

Yolanda, the youngest, fell asleep on a bench almost immediately. She had 

been working too hard on her project the night before and had been worrying 

about forgetting her passport. 

In the end, the teacher smiled. Everyone had been preparing in their own way, 

some calmly, some chaotically. As they boarded the plane, Grace looked out of 

the window and thought: all the stress and waiting had been leading to this 

perfect moment. 

Questions: 

Question 1: Why was Grace feeling a bit nervous before the trip? 

Question 2: What problem did Grace have while packing her suitcase the day 

before? 

Question 3: Why had Irina been checking her email every five minutes? 

Question 4: Why did Jack arrive at the airport looking exhausted? 

Question 5: What had Yolanda been doing the night before that made her fall 

asleep on the bench? 

Answers: 

Answer 1: She was feeling a bit nervous because she had been practising her 

French phrases every evening for weeks (and perhaps worried about speaking 

French in Paris). 

Answer 2: She had been filling two big bags, but then realised they could only 

check in one piece of luggage, so she had to rush out in the evening to buy a 

smaller backpack. 

Answer 3: She had been waiting for her e-ticket because the travel company 

had been sending her the wrong times due to a computer error, and she still 

hadn’t received it when the teacher called. 

Answer 4: He had been running from the bus stop for twenty minutes because 

his alarm hadn’t gone off. 

Answer 5: She had been working too hard on her project and had been 

worrying about forgetting her passport. 
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