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Banta Learning Past Tenses 4 by K S Sandhu 

The Boy from the Dolomites 

Reinhold Messner is often called the greatest mountain climber of all time. He 

was the first person to climb all fourteen peaks over 8,000 metres — and he 

did it without supplementary oxygen. 

Messner was born in 1944 in a small village near Bolzano, Italy. This area used 

to belong to the Austrian Empire, and people there still speak German. When 

Reinhold was a child, his father would take him and his brothers climbing in the 

rugged Dolomite Mountains every weekend. At the age of five, he already 

reached his first high summit — a 3,000-metre peak. By thirteen, he would 

attempt difficult rock faces with his younger brother Günther. The mountains 

used to be their playground, and climbing became part of their daily life. They 

didn’t use to worry about danger; they just loved the challenge. 

As a young man, Messner developed his own style. In the 1970s, most climbers 

used to rely on heavy equipment, large teams, and extra oxygen. Messner 

would refuse all that. He would climb with only light gear, no outside support, 

and no bottled oxygen — even at extreme altitude. People thought it was 

impossible, but he proved them wrong. In 1975, he and Peter Habeler made 

the first ascent of an 8,000-metre mountain without oxygen. Then, in 1978, 

they reached the top of Everest together — the first humans to do so without 

supplementary air. Messner later climbed Everest solo in 1980, again without 

oxygen. 

But his life had dark moments too. In 1970, during an expedition on Nanga 

Parbat, a tragedy happened. While they were descending the mountain, 

Günther disappeared in an avalanche. Reinhold survived, but he lost several 

toes to frostbite. The loss of his brother affected him deeply, yet his 

indomitable spirit kept him going. 

Messner used to say that mountains teach humility and strength. He 

completed his fourteen 8,000-metre peaks in 1986, always in his minimalist 

style. He also crossed Antarctica and Greenland on foot. Today, he lives 

quietly, but his adventures inspire climbers everywhere. 

In his youth, Reinhold would spend every free moment on the rocks. He didn’t 

use to dream of fame — he just wanted to climb higher. His life shows that 

with courage and determination, even the impossible becomes possible. 



Questions: 

Question 1: Where and when was Reinhold Messner born, and what 

interesting fact is mentioned about the area? 

Question 2: What did Messner and his brothers do regularly when he was a 

child? 

Question 3: How did Messner differ from most other climbers in the 1970s 

regarding equipment and oxygen? 

Question 4: What tragic event happened during the 1970 expedition on Nanga 

Parbat? 

Question 5: What major achievements did Messner complete by 1986, and 

what else did he do apart from climbing high mountains? 

Answers: 

Answer 1: Reinhold Messner was born in 1944 in a small village near Bolzano, 

Italy. The area used to belong to the Austrian Empire and is still German-

speaking. 

Answer 2: When he was a child, his father would take him and his brothers 

climbing in the rugged Dolomite Mountains every weekend. By thirteen, he 

would attempt difficult rock faces with his brother Günther. 

Answer 3: Messner would climb with only light equipment, no outside support, 

and no supplementary (extra) oxygen — at a time when most climbers used 

heavy gear, large teams, and bottled oxygen, and people thought climbing the 

highest peaks without oxygen was impossible. 

Answer 4: During the 1970 expedition on Nanga Parbat, while they were 

descending the mountain, his brother Günther disappeared in an avalanche. 

Reinhold survived, but he lost several toes to frostbite. 

Answer 5: By 1986, Messner had completed climbing all fourteen peaks over 

8,000 metres (the first person to do so, without supplementary oxygen). Apart 

from mountaineering, he also crossed Antarctica and Greenland on foot. 
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