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Banta Learning Past Tenses 2 by K S Sandhu 

The Sky Fell on Karlsvile 

Yesterday afternoon, at exactly 3.30 p.m., the peaceful town of Karlsvile, 

Texas, experienced something unforgettable. A large meteorite crashed to 

Earth just outside the town. At that moment, many local people were doing 

ordinary things outdoors, and they all witnessed the bright streak across the 

sky. 

Mr. Thompson was washing his old blue car in the driveway when he noticed a 

vivid light high above. He stopped immediately, soap dripping from his hands, 

because he didn’t know what it was. Meanwhile, the Garcia family were driving 

home from the shopping mall, singing along to the radio. Suddenly, they heard 

a loud bang that shook the windows. When they looked up, they could see 

thick smoke rising from the middle of a nearby field. 

It seems that whatever people were doing at the time, they stopped 

everything and rushed to the crash site. Mrs. Lopez was hanging laundry on the 

line, Mr. Patel was mowing his lawn, and teenagers were playing basketball in 

the park. All of them dropped what they were holding and ran towards the 

smoke. The streets filled with people in a state of chaos, shouting and pointing. 

Local police arrived quickly and tried to control the crowd. Officer Ramirez 

later said that this was foolish because pieces of hot debris were still falling, 

but fortunately nobody was hurt. “Everyone was panicking and running 

without thinking,” she explained. “We were warning them to stay back, but 

they were too excited to listen.” 

In the middle of all this excitement, young Anna was intending to meet her 

friends at the café. She was walking down Main Street when the sky lit up. She 

hesitated for a second, then joined the rush like everyone else. Later, she told 

her mother, “I wasn’t feeling scared at first — it was like a movie. But when I 

got closer and saw the huge crater, I realized how cataclysmic it could have 

been.” 

Nearby, in a quiet house, Jana was recovering from a broken wrist she got 

months earlier while playing netball. She was sitting by the window, watching 

TV, when the bang made her jump. “I was always complaining about my wrist,” 

she laughed afterwards, “but that noise made me forget the pain for a 

minute!” 



As the sun set, the crowd slowly returned home. The field was smoking, and 

scientists were already arriving to study the meteorite. Karlsvile would never 

forget that afternoon — when the sky fell, ordinary life stopped, and the whole 

town came together in wonder. 

Questions: 

Question 1: What were most people in Karlsvile doing when the meteorite 

crashed at 3.30 p.m. yesterday? 

Question 2: Why did the Garcia family look up while they were driving home? 

Question 3: What does Officer Ramirez say about the people who rushed to 

the crash site? 

Question 4: What was Jana doing when she heard the loud bang from the 

meteorite? 

Question 5: According to the story, why did Anna hesitate for a second before 

joining the rush? 

Answers 

Answer 1: Most people were doing ordinary things outdoors (e.g. washing a 

car, driving, hanging laundry, mowing the lawn, playing basketball). 

Answer 2: They heard a loud bang that shook the windows (and then they 

looked up and saw smoke). 

Answer 3: She said it was foolish because pieces of hot debris were still falling, 

but fortunately nobody was hurt. 

Answer 4: She was sitting by the window recovering from a broken wrist and 

watching TV. 

Answer 5: She hesitated for a second because the sky lit up suddenly (then she 

joined the rush like everyone else). 
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