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Banta Learning Past Tenses 1 by K S Sandhu 

The Brave Explorer Estevanico 

Estevanico was born in Azemmour, a town in North Africa, around 1500. He 

grew up in a busy port city near the sea. Life was peaceful until Portuguese 

explorers captured him when he was young. They took him to Spain and sold 

him as a slave. A Spanish captain, Andrés Dorantes de Carranza, bought him. 

Estevanico worked hard for his master and learned Spanish quickly 

In 1527, Dorantes heard exciting stories about the New World. He decided to 

join an expedition with Pánfilo de Narváez. Estevanico went with him. They 

sailed across the Atlantic Ocean with about 300 men. They hoped to find gold 

and new lands. 

The journey did not go well. A storm damaged their ships. They landed in 

Florida in 1528. Native Americans attacked them, and many men died. Narváez 

disappeared in the chaos. The survivors built five rafts and sailed west along 

the coast. Hunger and illness killed more people. Finally, only four men 

survived: Estevanico, Dorantes, Cabeza de Vaca, and Castillo. They lived among 

different Native American tribes for years. Estevanico was clever and learned 

many languages. He acted as a healer and trader. The tribes respected him 

because he cured sick people and spoke kindly. 

After eight difficult years, in 1536, the four men reached New Spain (now 

Mexico). They told amazing stories about the lands they saw. Dorantes finally 

gave Estevanico his freedom. Estevanico felt happy and proud. He walked as a 

free man for the first time in many years. 

But freedom did not last long. In 1539, the viceroy sent Estevanico on a new 

expedition with a friar, Marcos de Niza. They searched for the famous Seven 

Cities of Gold. Estevanico went ahead as a scout. He wore feathers and carried 

a medicine gourd. He met many tribes and sent messages back to the friar. 

Estevanico arrived at a Zuni pueblo called Hawikuh. The people there were 

suspicious. Some said he demanded treasures and acted arrogantly. Others 

thought he was a spy. The Zuni warriors attacked him. They killed Estevanico 

with arrows. He died in 1539, far from home. 

Estevanico was a remarkable man. He crossed oceans, survived shipwrecks, 

lived with Native Americans, and explored unknown lands. He was the first 



African to walk in what is now the southwestern United States. His courage 

and skills helped open the way for others. 

Today, people remember Estevanico as a brave explorer who faced hardship 

with strength. His story shows that even in difficult times, a person can be 

resilient and influential. 

 

Questions: 

Question 1: Where was Estevanico born? 

Question 2: Who bought Estevanico as a slave in Spain? 

Question 3: How many years did Estevanico and the other survivors live among 

Native American tribes? 

Question 4: In which year did Estevanico finally become a free man? 

Question 5: Why did the Zuni people kill Estevanico in 1539? 

Answers: 

Answer 1: Estevanico was born in Azemmour, a town in North Africa (around 

1500).  

Answer 2: Andrés Dorantes de Carranza (a Spanish captain) bought him.  

Answer 3: They lived among Native American tribes for eight years.  

Answer 4: He became a free man in 1536 (when Dorantes gave him his 

freedom in New Spain / Mexico).  

Answer 5: The Zuni people killed him because they were suspicious of him / 

they thought he was arrogant, demanded treasures, or acted like a spy (they 

attacked him with arrows).  
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