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Banta Learning Present Tenses 4 by K S Sandhu 

A House-Sitter's Dilemma 

Sarah is a 58-year-old retired teacher who lives in a quiet village with her 
husband, Tom. They occasionally feel bored during the long winter months, 
even though they spend time gardening and visit their grandchildren now and 
again. Sarah enjoys reading historical novels and believes that staying active 
keeps people healthy. That's why, for the last five years, she and Tom work as 
housesitters for HousesittersPro. 

HousesittersPro is a reliable company that helps people feel safe when they go 
on holiday. Their employees – mostly retired and trustworthy people with a 
clean background – move into clients' homes, look after the property, water 
plants, and care for pets. The company checks everyone's history carefully, so 
owners don't have to worry. 

Currently, Sarah and Tom are living in a modern apartment in the city centre. 
The young owners, Mia and Luca, are travelling around Asia for a month. Sarah 
and Tom are looking after their two lively cats and a small garden on the 
balcony. Every morning, Sarah feeds the cats and opens the curtains to let in 
the light. Tom waters the plants and checks that everything is secure. 

Life here is very different from their peaceful cottage. The city noise is getting 
louder every day because of roadworks nearby. The builders are working right 
outside, so Mia and Luca's flat feels a bit like a building site at times. Sarah and 
Tom can't leave the house for more than two or three hours, as the rules say 
they must stay to keep the home safe. This is becoming quite exhausting, 
especially for Tom, who usually walks miles in the countryside. 

One evening, while they are watching TV (something they rarely do at home), 
Sarah sighs. "Tom, these cats are miaowing constantly because they miss their 
owners. And the city air doesn't smell fresh like our garden. I love helping 
people, but I wonder if this is still right for us.” 

Tom nods. "I know what you mean. We are arguing more than usual lately 
because we're both tired. But the owners trust us completely – they sent a 
lovely message yesterday saying how grateful they are." 

Sarah thinks for a moment. She feels torn. On one hand, she likes the 
adventure and the extra money helps them enjoy retirement. On the other 
hand, she misses their quiet life and worries that staying in strange homes is 
affecting their health. It's a real dilemma. 



In the end, Sarah decides to talk to HousesittersPro. "We are enjoying the 
work," she explains, "but perhaps shorter stays would be better now." The 
company understands and promises to find them easier jobs in the future. 

Sarah smiles at Tom. "Retirement is changing, isn't it? But we are learning to 
adapt." 

 

Questions: 

1. Where do Sarah and Tom usually live, and what do they do in their free 
time?  

2. What kind of people does HousesittersPro usually employ, and why do 
clients feel safe?  

3. What are Sarah and Tom doing at the moment, and why can’t they leave 
the apartment for long periods?  

4. Why are Sarah and Tom arguing more than usual lately?  

5. What is Sarah’s dilemma, and what does she finally decide to do? 

Answers: 

Answer 1: Sarah and Tom usually live in a quiet village / a peaceful cottage in 
the countryside. In their free time, they spend time gardening and occasionally 
visit their grandchildren. 

Answer 2: HousesittersPro usually employs retired and trustworthy people 
with a clean background. Clients feel safe because the company checks 
everyone’s history carefully / the employees are reliable and the house is 
looked after properly. 

Answer 3: At the moment, Sarah and Tom are living in a modern apartment in 
the city centre and are looking after two lively cats and a small balcony garden. 
They can’t leave the apartment for more than two or three hours because the 
rules say they must stay to keep the home safe. 

Answer 4: Sarah and Tom are arguing more than usual lately because they are 
both tired / life in the noisy city is becoming exhausting and different from 
their normal peaceful routine. 

Answer 5: Sarah’s dilemma is that she likes helping people and the extra 
money, but she misses their quiet life and worries that staying in strange 
homes is affecting their health. In the end, she decides to talk to 
HousesittersPro and asks for shorter stays in the future. 
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