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Banta Learning Present Tenses 2 by K S Sandhu 

The Ravenmaster and the Mysterious Book 

Every day at the Tower of London starts early for Barney Chandler. He is the 
Ravenmaster. He lives in an apartment inside the famous Tower. Barney wakes 
up at 5.30 in the morning during the summer months. He looks after eight 
intelligent black ravens. These birds protect the kingdom according to an old 
prophecy: if the ravens ever leave the Tower, the kingdom falls. Barney knows 
this legend well. 

Barney feeds the ravens twice a day. Their diet includes raw meat, mice, 
chicks, eggs, and special blood-soaked biscuits as a treat. He prepares fresh 
water every morning and cleans their enclosures. Sometimes he trims their 
flight feathers a little so they stay near the Tower and do not fly too far. The 
ravens follow him around their territories during the day. They respond only to 
Barney and his team. Visitors watch the birds, but they do not feed them 
because the ravens sometimes bite if they feel threatened. 

Barney works long hours. In summer, his day ends at 9.30 at night when he 
locks the ravens up safely. He checks each bird for health problems and 
records everything carefully. The job requires patience and calm because 
ravens are clever and sometimes cause chaos if routines change. 

Away from the Tower, many people read books about history and mystery. 
Kate Mosse writes popular historical novels. Her book Labyrinth is a bestseller 
in many countries. Its successor, Sepulchre, tells two intricate stories from 
different times that connect in surprising ways. In the first story, set in the late 
nineteenth century, Léonie Vernier lives in Paris with her family. An aunt 
invites her and her brother Anatole to the south-west of France. Things seem 
strange when they arrive. In the second story, Meredith Martin, a young 
American professor, researches in Paris. She uncovers the sad secrets of Léonie 
and Anatole. 

Does Sepulchre bring nineteenth-century France to life? Yes, it does – the 
descriptions feel real and atmospheric. Does it provide a perfect successor to 
Labyrinth? No, not completely. The two stories do not link as strongly as in the 
first book, and the modern part adds less excitement. 

Does Switzerland have a coastline? No, it doesn’t. Do horses eat meat? No, 
they don’t. Does water boil at 100°C? Yes, it does. Facts like these stay true, 
just as the ravens stay at the Tower. 

  



Barney enjoys his unusual job. He says the ravens bring magic to the ancient 
walls. Every evening, as the sun sets, he watches them settle and feels proud 
to keep the old tradition alive. 

 

Questions: 

Question 1: What job does Barney Chandler have, and where does he live?  

Question 2: According to the old prophecy, what happens if the ravens leave 
the Tower of London?  

Question 3: What does Barney do twice a day for the ravens, and what kind of 
food do they eat?  

Question 4: In Kate Mosse’s novel Sepulchre, where do the two main stories 
take place, and who are the main characters in each?  

Question 5: Does Sepulchre provide a perfect successor to Labyrinth according 
to the narrator? Why or why not? 

Answers: 

Answer 1: Barney Chandler is the Ravenmaster at the Tower of London, and he 
lives in an apartment inside the Tower.  

Answer 2: According to the old prophecy, if the ravens ever leave the Tower, 
the kingdom falls. 

Answer 3: Barney feeds the ravens twice a day. Their diet includes raw meat, 
mice, chicks, eggs, and special blood-soaked biscuits as a treat. 

Answer 4: The two main stories in Sepulchre take place in different times. The 
first story is set in the late nineteenth century in Paris and the south-west of 
France, with Léonie Vernier and her brother Anatole. The second story takes 
place in modern times in Paris, with Meredith Martin, a young American 
university professor. 

Answer 5: No, the narrator does not think Sepulchre provides a perfect 
successor to Labyrinth. The two stories do not link as strongly as in the first 
book, and the modern part adds less excitement. 
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