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Banta Learning Adjectives and Adverbs 6 by K S Sandhu 

City Shadows 

 In many British cities, foxes have become part of everyday life. They 

frequently appear in gardens and parks after dark. Jane, who lives in a quiet 

London suburb, sees them almost every night. 

She rarely feels scared, but she watches them cautiously. "They move stealthily 

through the shadows," she tells her friend Sam. "They never rush – they wait 

until the street is empty." 

Urban foxes usually search for food in rubbish bins. They can easily tear open 

plastic bags with their sharp teeth and claws. Sometimes they quickly cut holes 

in fences to reach gardens. Jane occasionally finds bits of food scattered on her 

path the next morning. "They leave a mess," she sighs, "but they hardly ever 

attack people." 

One evening, Jane spotted a vixen with three cubs playing boldly in her 

neighbour's yard. The mother fox stood protectively nearby. "Foxes can be 

aggressively defensive when protecting their young," Jane remembered from a 

wildlife article. But in cities, attacks are extremely rare – experts say foxes 

consistently avoid humans unless cornered. 

Sam laughed. "Do you feed them?" he asked. 

"Never," Jane replied firmly. "Feeding wildlife inevitably causes problems. They 

become too tame and audaciously enter houses or beg for food." 

The foxes often help control rats by hunting small pests. They sometimes eat 

insects, fruit, or leftovers. Their population seems stable – around 150,000 in 

urban areas across the UK. Yet road accidents kill many annually, and diseases 

spread rapidly in crowded cities. 

One winter night, Jane heard scratching at her bin. She opened the window 

quietly and saw a young fox staring up curiously. It didn't run away 

immediately – it just tilted its head thoughtfully. "You're getting remarkably 

brave," she whispered. 

The fox finally trotted off silently into the darkness. Jane closed the window 

and smiled. City life had changed these wild animals. They adapt cleverly, living 



side by side with people. But they remain wild – always cautious, rarely 

friendly, occasionally cheeky. 

Jane now puts her bins out carefully each week and reminds her neighbours: 

"Respect them, but don't encourage them." The foxes continue their nightly 

patrols, shadows in the city that frequently remind everyone: nature is closer 

than we think. 

 

Questions: 

Question 1: How often does Jane see foxes in her garden, and what adverb 

describes how they move through the shadows? 

Question 2: According to the story, why do foxes rarely attack people in cities? 

Question 3: What can foxes easily do to plastic bags, and how do they get into 

gardens? 

Question 4: What does Jane never do, and why does she say feeding wildlife 

inevitably causes problems? 

Question 5: How do the foxes behave when Jane sees the young one staring up 

at her window, and what does she whisper to it? 

Answers: 

Answer 1: Jane sees foxes almost every night. The adverb that describes how 

they move through the shadows is “stealthily”. 

Answer 2: Foxes rarely attack people in cities because they consistently avoid 

humans unless they are cornered (and attacks are extremely rare). 

Answer 3: Foxes can easily tear open plastic bags with their sharp teeth and 

claws. They sometimes quickly cut holes in fences to reach gardens. 

Answer 4: Jane never feeds the foxes. She says feeding wildlife inevitably 

causes problems because they become too tame and audaciously enter houses 

or beg for food. 

Answer 5: The young fox stares up curiously and doesn’t run away 

immediately; it just tilts its head thoughtfully. Jane whispers, “You’re getting 

remarkably brave.” 
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