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Banta Learning Adjectives and Adverbs 4 by K S Sandhu 

A Passion for Nature 

Tom was twelve years old and increasingly enthusiastic about wildlife. Every 

evening, he sat on the sofa with his grandmother, watching nature 

programmes on TV. These shows were far more popular than cartoons or 

talent competitions in their house. 

"Look at this!" Tom shouted one night. "The presenter is showing a coral reef. 

It's much more colourful than anything in our local park!" 

His grandmother smiled. "That's Sir David Attenborough. His programmes are 

by far the most famous nature shows ever made. He has been presenting since 

the 1960s, and he's still a lot more energetic than many younger presenters 

today." 

Tom nodded. "In the old days, was he as popular as Jacques Cousteau?" 

"Oh yes," she replied. "Cousteau was by far the most famous underwater 

explorer back then. His films about sea life were astonishing. But 

Attenborough's style was very similar to Cousteau's – both seemed like friendly 

uncles who really loved nature." 

Tom thought about the difference between old and new programmes. 

"Cameras were not nearly as small or light in those days, were they? The 

pictures look a bit blurrier and less clear." 

"Exactly," his grandmother said. "Technology is much more advanced now. 

Modern cameras are a little smaller than a mobile phone, and they use digital 

special effects to show things we could never see before. That's why today's 

programmes explain the complexity of nature much better than the old ones." 

One evening, they watched a programme about deep-sea creatures. The 

octopus changed colour to hide – it was fascinating! "This is a lot more 

interesting than soap operas," Tom said. "The ocean is far more mysterious 

than city life." 

His grandmother laughed. "You're right. But some people think nature shows 

are not quite as exciting as action films. I think they're wrong. Nature is 

increasingly threatened by pollution and climate change, so these programmes 

are more important than ever." 



Tom felt proud. "Attenborough makes the natural world seem remarkable. He 

shows how intricate the balance of life is – one small change can affect 

everything." 

The next day at school, Tom told his friends about the programme. "You 

should watch it," he said. "It's way more educational than video games, and a 

little more relaxing too!" 

His best friend smiled. "Maybe. But is it as fun as football?" 

Tom grinned. "Not quite as noisy, but much more wonderful!" 

From that day on, Tom dreamed of becoming a presenter like Attenborough 

one day. Nature wasn't just on TV – it was more alive and more precious than 

he had ever imagined. 

 

Questions: 

Question 1: Why does Tom think nature programmes are more interesting 

than soap operas? 

Question 2: In what way were old cameras different from modern ones 

according to the story? 

Question 3: Who does Tom's grandmother say was by far the most famous 

underwater explorer in the 1960s? 

Question 4: How does the story describe David Attenborough's presenting 

style compared to Jacques Cousteau's? 

Question 5: What does Tom say about nature programmes when he talks to his 

best friend at school? 

Answers: 

Answer 1: Tom thinks nature programmes are a lot more interesting than soap 

operas because the ocean (and nature in general) is far more mysterious than 

city life. 

Answer 2: Old cameras were not nearly as small or light as modern ones, and 

the pictures looked a bit blurrier and less clear. 

Answer 3: Jacques Cousteau was by far the most famous underwater explorer 

in the 1960s / back then. 



Answer 4: David Attenborough's presenting style was very similar to Jacques 

Cousteau's – both seemed like friendly uncles who really loved nature. 

Answer 5: Tom says nature programmes are way more educational than video 

games and a little more relaxing too (though not quite as noisy as football, but 

much more wonderful). 
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