
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Adapted and modified by 

Kulwant Singh Sandhu 

 
  

 

 



Banta Learning Prepositions 5 by K S Sandhu 

Banta's Unexpected Journey Home 

Banta had just finished a wonderful holiday in France. He had spent two weeks 

in Paris at the beginning of July, visiting museums and eating delicious 

croissants in the mornings. Then he travelled to the south by train, staying in a 

small village near the coast for a few days. Everything went smoothly until the 

last part of his trip home. 

He decided to return to the UK via Brussels, planning to take the Eurostar train 

to London. He hadn't booked his ticket in advance because he thought there 

would always be seats available. "There are so many trains every day," he told 

himself. But he regretted that decision later. 

He arrived at Brussels station at about six in the evening. While walking 

through the busy terminal, he met an old university friend by chance. They 

hadn't seen each other for years, so they went to a café for a coffee and 

chatted happily for over an hour. It was a pleasant surprise, but it made him 

late. 

When Banta finally went to buy a ticket, the machine was out of order. He 

joined the queue at the sales desk. The assistant explained that all evening 

trains were fully booked because many flights had been cancelled due to bad 

weather. "There are no seats left for tonight," she said. Banta asked to speak 

to the manager in charge of sales. The manager confirmed it was true but 

suggested checking online. 

Banta rushed to an Internet café nearby and searched for tickets. He found one 

seat left on the last train of the day, but it was in first class and expensive. He 

bought it anyway. The train left at 11.45 p.m. and arrived in London at around 

3.00 a.m. Banta was exhausted when he finally got home in the early hours. 

In the end, the journey home took much longer than expected. He had to wait 

at the station for hours and pay more than usual. Next time, he promised 

himself, he would book all tickets in advance before leaving on holiday. 

The next Monday, Banta returned to the office. He told his colleague about the 

adventure. "It was great apart from the last part," he laughed. "I learned an 

important lesson: always plan ahead when travelling by train across 

countries!" 



Even though the end was stressful, Banta still loved his trip. The memories of 

beautiful Paris, sunny beaches, and meeting his old friend made it 

unforgettable. He started planning his next holiday for the following summer – 

this time with everything booked well in advance! 

 

Questions: 

Question 1: Why didn’t Banta book his Eurostar ticket in advance? 

Question 2: Who did Banta meet by chance at Brussels station? 

Question 3: Why were there no tickets left for the evening trains? 

Question 4: What kind of ticket did Banta finally buy online? 

Question 5: What time did Banta arrive home in London? 

Answers: 

Answer 1: He didn’t book in advance because he thought there would always 

be many trains available (so many seats every day). 

Answer 2: He met an old university friend (by chance while walking through 

the terminal). 

Answer 3: There were no tickets left because many flights had been cancelled 

due to bad weather. 

Answer 4: He bought a first-class ticket for the last train of the day. 

Answer 5: He arrived home at around 3.00 a.m. (in the early hours / very late). 
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