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Banta Learning Preposition 4 by K S Sandhu 

Ali's Gap Year Adventure 

Ali was a young student from Manchester who had just finished his A-levels. 

He dreamed of a meaningful gap year before starting university. Instead of 

relaxing at home, he decided to go to Bangladesh for a few months to do 

voluntary work. 

"I'm going to Bangladesh by plane," he told his best friend Tom excitedly. "I'll 

work as a builder with a charity that builds schools in rural villages. It's not just 

about travelling – I want to help people and make a difference." 

Tom was impressed. "That sounds rewarding! How are you going to pay for 

everything?" 

"By working extra hours in the family shop at weekends," Ali replied. "I'll work 

every weekend except for the one of Sufeena's wedding. After the 

volunteering, I'm going trekking in the Himalayas on foot – no horse-riding, just 

walking through beautiful mountains!" 

Tom laughed. "Won't it be freezing in the Himalayas?" 

"Yes, probably," Ali admitted. "But I've bought a warm, light coat made of 

wool. It feels like real sheepskin but it's synthetic and eco-friendly." 

Ali planned to travel alone. "I'm going on my own," he said. "I prefer to explore 

independently. During the volunteering, I'll live with a local family in a simple 

house near the construction site. We'll eat traditional food like rice and curry 

every day." 

Before leaving, Ali packed carefully. He took a small backpack for the 

volunteering and a bigger one for the trekking. "I hate travelling by plane 

because of the long flights," he confessed, "but it's the fastest way to get 

there." 

On the day of departure, his family drove him to the airport. "See you in six 

months!" he waved from the check-in desk. 

In Bangladesh, Ali arrived at Dhaka airport in the early morning. A volunteer 

coordinator met him at arrivals and drove him to the village by minibus. For 

the next three months, he worked hard under the hot sun, mixing cement, 

carrying bricks, and building walls alongside local workers. He learned about 

Bangladeshi culture through conversations with his hosts. 



After finishing the project, Ali felt proud and tired. He travelled by train to 

India, then continued by bus towards the Himalayas. The trekking was 

challenging: he walked up steep paths, crossed rivers on rope bridges, and 

camped under starry skies. The views of snow-capped peaks were 

breathtaking. 

Throughout his adventure, Ali kept a journal. He wrote about the kindness of 

strangers, the satisfaction of voluntary work, and the thrill of new experiences. 

"This trip changed me," he noted one evening by a campfire. 

Eventually, Ali flew back to the UK in time for university. He returned with 

unforgettable memories, new friends, and a stronger sense of purpose. His gap 

year wasn't just a holiday – it was a real adventure full of growth and 

discovery. 

 

Questions: 

Question 1: Why did Ali decide to go to Bangladesh before starting university? 

Question 2: How is Ali planning to travel to Bangladesh and back to the UK? 

Question 3: What job will Ali do during his time in Bangladesh? 

Question 4: How will Ali pay for his gap year adventure? 

Question 5: Why did Ali choose a synthetic coat for the Himalayas? 

Answers: 

Answer 1: Ali decided to go to Bangladesh to do voluntary work as a builder 

and help people (instead of just relaxing or only travelling). 

Answer 2: He is going to Bangladesh by plane, and he will travel back to the UK 

by train (after trekking in the Himalayas). 

Answer 3: He will work as a builder with a charity that builds schools in rural 

villages. 

Answer 4: He will pay for it mainly by working extra hours in the family shop at 

weekends (except for the weekend of Safeena’s wedding). 

Answer 5: He chose a synthetic coat because it is warm and light, feels like real 

sheepskin, but is eco-friendly. 
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