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Banta Learning More Pronouns 1 by K S Sandhu 

The Big Restaurant Challenge 

Emma and her best friend Tom loved watching cooking shows. One evening, 

they sat on the sofa with popcorn and turned on The Restaurant, the famous 

TV programme with the chef Raymond Blanc. Nine couples competed to win 

their own restaurant, but only one team could succeed. 

“What do you think?” Emma asked. “Do any of these teams have a real 

chance?” 

Tom shrugged. “Most of them look confident, but some of the ideas are 

strange. Look at that couple with the Ghanaian theme – I like some African 

food, but none of their dishes look easy to cook quickly.” 

In the first challenge, all of the teams had to make a perfect menu for opening 

night. Most of the food looked delicious, but some of the portions were too 

small. “There isn’t any salt on that fish!” Emma laughed. “The customers will 

complain.” 

Later, Raymond Blanc asked the teams to sell cocktails at the bar. “Can you 

make any profit?” he asked. None of the teams expected it to be so difficult. 

One couple sold all of their cocktails in an hour, but most of the others had no 

customers at first. “We didn’t buy any fancy glasses,” one team admitted sadly. 

Emma turned to Tom. “I’ve tried some cocktails before, but I don’t drink any 

alcohol now. What about you?” 

“I haven’t got any favourite drinks,” Tom replied. “Most cocktails are too sweet 

for me. I prefer water or tea.” 

The next week, the show had a dessert challenge. All of the teams worked 

hard, but some of the cakes collapsed. “There’s no hope for that chocolate 

mousse,” Tom said. “It looks like soup!” In the end, none of the desserts from 

one team were perfect, so they had to leave the competition. 

Emma sighed. “It’s tough. Most of the information Raymond gives is useful, but 

some of the tasks are really stressful. I’ve visited some nice restaurants, but 

I’ve never worked in one.” 

Tom nodded. “Me too. I’ve read some cookbooks, but I haven’t cooked any 

complicated dishes. None of my friends are good at baking either.” 



By the final episode, only two couples remained. All of the eliminated teams 

watched from home. The winners opened their restaurant with Raymond’s 

help. “Most of their customers loved the food,” Emma said happily. “Some 

people even came back for more.” 

Tom smiled. “It’s inspiring. Maybe one day we could try something similar – 

but without TV cameras!” 

They both laughed. Watching the show taught them that success needs hard 

work, and none of the easy paths lead to a prize. Sometimes, some risks bring 

big rewards, while no effort brings none of the fun. 

 

Questions: 

Question 1: How many teams started in The Restaurant TV show, and how 

many could win in the end? 

Question 2: What did Emma and Tom notice about the portions in the first 

challenge? 

Question 3: Why did one team say they didn’t sell many cocktails in the bar 

challenge? 

Question 4: What did Tom say about his own experience with cocktails and 

cooking? 

Question 5: At the end of the story, what did Emma and Tom learn from 

watching the show? 

Answers 

Answer 1: Nine teams started, but only one team could win. 

Answer 2: Some of the portions were too small. 

Answer 3: They didn’t buy any fancy glasses (so they had no customers / sold 

none at first). 

Answer 4: He said he hadn’t got any favourite drinks (most cocktails were too 

sweet for him) and he hadn’t cooked any complicated dishes. 

Answer 5: They learned that success needs hard work, some risks can bring big 

rewards, and none of the easy paths lead to a prize (or no effort brings none of 

the fun). 
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