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Banta Learning Collocations in Texts by K S Sandhu 

Tania’s Island Adventure 

Tania had always had a gift for languages. From childhood, new words seemed 

to come naturally to her, so when she told her friends she wanted to study 

Chinese at university, nobody was surprised. They knew she would excel in 

such a demanding subject. 

That summer, Tania decided to visit a remote island off the Scottish coast. She 

had read about its ancient castle and longed to explore it. Access, however, 

depended entirely on the tides. At high tide, the sea covered the narrow 

causeway, and the only way to reach the island was by boat. Tania planned her 

trip carefully to arrive when the water was low, allowing her to walk across 

safely. 

The island was busier than she expected. The little café by the harbour was 

extremely crowded. “You grab a seat and I’ll get our drinks,” her friend said, 

pushing through the queue. Tania found a table near the window and watched 

the fishing boats rocking gently in the bay. 

While she waited, her thoughts turned to the future. Her university exams 

were approaching, but once they were over, she would turn her thoughts to 

planning a real holiday – perhaps even a trip to China to practise the language 

she loved. 

Later, in the café, Tania overheard two women talking about health. “Far more 

people these days manage to win the battle against cancer,” one said. Tania 

nodded quietly; she knew relatives who had faced that serious challenge and 

come through stronger. 

The next day she met an old classmate who had recently entered politics. 

“Why did you choose it?” she asked. He replied, “Most politicians claim they 

want to make a difference, and I genuinely believe I can.” Tania admired his 

passion, even though she knew the role would pose many difficult challenges. 

Before leaving, Tania received exciting news: a language school had offered 

her a summer job teaching English – pending a successful result in her final 

teaching exam the following week. Although she still lacked experience, she 

felt passionate about the work and was ready to rise to the challenge. 



On her final morning, as she crossed the now-exposed causeway, Tania 

reflected on the trip. She realised she must never underestimate the value of 

good friends. Ultimately, friendship was far more important than career 

ambitions or exam results. 

Back home, Tania made a firm decision. She would jump at the chance to 

improve her English even more. She resolved to make an effort to notice 

collocations in every text she read, to get hold of a good dictionary, and to 

write down at least three collocations for each new word she wanted to 

commit to memory. She would look back over old homework to avoid past 

mistakes and make a point of using natural word combinations when speaking 

or writing. 

Above all, she promised herself to read and listen to as much English as 

possible. That way, she would be exposed to authentic language patterns. 

Every week she would revise the collocations in her vocabulary file. By 

following these steps consistently, Tania hoped to achieve greater fluency – 

and one day speak Chinese with the same natural ease. 

 

Questions: 

Question 1: Why was nobody surprised when Tania said she wanted to study 

Chinese at university? 

Question 2: What happens at high tide on the island, and how does it affect 

visitors? 

Question 3: What does Tania plan to do once her university exams are over? 

Question 4: According to the story, why does Tania believe she should never 

underestimate the value of good friends? 

Question 5: Name three things Tania decides to do regularly to improve her 

English collocations and fluency. 

Answers: 

Answer 1: Because Tania has always had a gift for languages / new words come 

naturally to her. 

Answer 2: At high tide the sea covers the causeway, so the only way to get to 

the island is by boat. 



Answer 3: She will turn her thoughts to planning a real holiday (possibly even a 

trip to China to practise the language). 

Answer 4: Because ultimately friendship is far more important than career 

ambitions or exam results. 

Answer 5: Any three of the following: 

 Make an effort to notice collocations in every text she reads  

 Get hold of a good dictionary (to check other collocations)  

 Write down at least three collocations for each new word she wants to 

commit to memory.  

 Look back over old homework to avoid past mistakes.  

 Make a point of using good/natural collocations when writing or 

speaking.  

 Read and listen to as much English as possible (to be exposed to 

authentic language patterns).  

 Revise the collocations in her vocabulary file every week. 
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