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The Mystery Guest by K S Sandhu 

Elena loved her unique village lifestyle. She enjoyed walking early when the 

grass was still damp with dew. One cold morning, she decided to explore an 

old house on the hill. She hoped to find something interesting. 

Inside, the air felt awkward – quiet and strange. Elena noticed a beautiful old 

clock and an elegant silver thermometer on the wall. She began recording the 

temperature every hour. She wanted to understand why some rooms felt 

warmer than others. 

Suddenly, she heard footsteps. A tall man appeared. He raised an eyebrow and 

asked, “What are you doing here?” 

Elena felt awkward. “I’m sorry,” she said. “I didn’t mean to disturb anyone. I 

just like exploring old places.” 

The man smiled a little, but he looked sad. “I’m Mr Banta,” he said. “People say 

I shouted at my mother years ago. My sister claims I swore at her. I deny 

swearing. I deny that I ever used bad words. I only argued loudly.” 

Elena nodded. She didn’t want to judge him. Instead, she asked, “Would you 

mind showing me the house? I need to extract information about the heating – 

or maybe there’s a hidden spring.” 

Mr Banta agreed to help. They walked together. He let her measure the rooms 

freely. Sometimes he made her laugh with old stories. Elena felt lucky to meet 

someone so kind. 

Later, Elena admitted finding the reason: warm air came from underground 

water. She promised to tell the villagers. Mr Banta said he would like to join 

the meeting. 

At the village hall, it was compulsory to attend if you lived nearby. Everyone 

listened while Elena explained. She said that the old thermometer had helped 

her discover the truth. 

Mr Banta stood up. “I want to say something,” he began. “I regret arguing with 

my mother long ago. But I hope to start a new chapter. Thank you, Elena, for 

not judging me quickly.” 

The people clapped. Elena felt content. She had not expected to change 

anyone’s life, but small actions can help people feel better. 



 

From that day, Mr Banta stopped looking so sad. He even started greeting 

neighbours warmly. Elena kept the thermometer as a reminder. She realised 

that sometimes we need to listen, sometimes listening patiently is enough, and 

sometimes we must admit our mistakes to move forward. 
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