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The Mystery Fan by K S Sandhu 

Avinee is a young girl who loves detective novels more than anything else. She 

reads every evening in the small room where she keeps all her books. On the 

shelf which stands next to her bed, there are stories that she has read many 

times. 

One rainy afternoon, Avinee went to the second-hand bookshop, which her 

friend Shaniya’s dad, Ravi, owns. Ravi is the kind of person who always knows 

exactly what his customers want. “Looking for something special today?” he 

asked with a smile. 

“Yes,” Avinee replied. “I want a classic detective story that I haven’t read yet — 

something exciting which has a clever detective as the main character.” 

Ravi walked to a corner where the oldest books were kept. He pulled out a 

worn copy of The Hound of the Baskervilles, a novel which was written by 

Arthur Conan Doyle. “This is the story that made Sherlock Holmes famous all 

over the world,” he explained. “Holmes is the detective whose methods are so 

intelligent that criminals can never escape him.” 

Avinee bought the book immediately and took it home. That night she started 

reading under the lamp which gave a warm yellow light. The story was about a 

family whose members were terrified by a mysterious hound that appeared on 

the misty moors. The place where the events happened was an old house 

which stood alone in the countryside. 

As she read, Avinee imagined herself as the detective who solved the case. She 

loved the parts where Holmes explained his reasoning to his friend Watson. 

Watson was the doctor who lived with Holmes and wrote down all his 

adventures. 

The next day at school, Avinee told her friend Maya about the book. Maya is 

someone who prefers modern thrillers that have fast action and many twists. 

“I don’t like old stories,” she said. “Give me a writer whose books are full of 

technology and spies.” 

“But the old ones are special,” Avinee answered. “They created the detectives 

that we still read about today. Take Ian Fleming, for example. He was the 

author who invented James Bond. The first book in which Bond appeared was 

Casino Royale. Fleming got his ideas from the secret work which he did during 

the war.” 



Maya laughed. “Okay, maybe I’ll try one. But only if you lend me a book that 

isn’t too long!” 

In the end, Avinee lent Maya Dr No, the novel which became the first James 

Bond film. Both women discovered that good stories, no matter when they 

were written, can take you to places where danger and excitement wait 

around every corner. 

And so, Avinee continued her reading journey, always searching for the next 

mystery that would keep her awake late into the night. 
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