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Banta and the Shopping by K S Sandhu 

 

Reeta is Banta’s wife. Today she is not at home. She writes a note for Banta 

because she is going to see her mum. Her mum is not well. 

The note says: 

Sorry, Banta – I’m going to see Mum because she’s not well. Can you put the 

shopping away? Thanks a lot! 

Banta comes home from work. He sees the shopping bags in the kitchen. He 

reads Reeta’s note and starts to help. 

First, he looks at the meat. The note says: “The steaks are for dinner tonight, so 

put them in the fridge.” Banta opens the fridge. There are two big steaks. He 

puts the steaks inside. “One steak for me, one steak for Reeta,” he thinks. 

“Two steaks in the fridge. Good.” 

Next, the eggs. “Take the eggs out of the boxes and put them in the fridge, 

too,” the note says. Banta is very careful. One box has six eggs. The other box 

has six eggs too. Now there are twelve eggs in the fridge door. “An egg is small. 

Eggs are not strong,” he says quietly. 

Then he finds a green bag. There are some apples and some bananas in it. “Put 

them in the bowls on the table,” the note says. Banta puts six red apples in one 

bowl. He puts five yellow bananas in another bowl. The table looks colourful 

and nice. “An apple a day is good. Apples are sweet. Bananas are yellow and 

soft,” he smiles. 

There are also two loaves of bread. “Put one of them in the fridge, please,” the 

note says. Banta puts one loaf in the fridge. The other loaf stays on the table 

for tomorrow. “One loaf is cold now. One loaf is here,” he says. 

In the last bag, there are clothes. Banta sees a pair of new blue jeans. The note 

says: “The jeans are for Santa – can you put them in his room?” Santa is 

Banta’s younger brother. He lives with Banta and Reeta. Everyone calls him 

Santa because he loves Christmas. 

Banta takes the jeans to Santa’s room. He puts them on the bed. “A pair of 

jeans for my brother,” he thinks. “Santa will like them.” 



 

Now everything is in the right place. The fridge has steaks, eggs, and one loaf 

of bread. The table has bowls with apples and bananas. The jeans are in 

Santa’s room. 

Banta feels happy. He helps Reeta. He writes a small note for her: 

Dear Reeta, 

I put all the shopping away. 

Steaks and eggs – in the fridge. 

Apples and bananas – in the bowls. 

One loaf in the fridge, one on the table. 

Jeans – in Santa’s room. 

I hope your mum feels better soon. 

Love, Banta. 

Banta sits down and waits for Reeta to come home. 
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