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Intermediate Idioms 



 

Banta in England by K S Sandhu 

Banta came to England in 1975. He was very happy to be there. He arrived in 

London with a big smile and a small suitcase. Everything was new and exciting. 

The streets were busy, the buses were red, and people spoke English very fast. 

Banta felt thrilled to bits. He thought, “This is my new life!” 

At first, Banta was on cloud nine. He found a small room to live in and started 

working in a factory. The work was hard, but he did not mind. Every evening, 

he walked in the park and felt on top of the world. He wrote letters to his 

family in Punjab: “I am over the moon here! England is wonderful.” 

Banta also got a real kick out of small things. He loved drinking tea in a café 

and listening to English music on the radio. Sometimes he jumped for joy when 

he received money from his job. “I can send some home!” he said. He felt like 

he was floating on air. 

But after some years, things changed. In 1980, the factory closed. Banta lost 

his job. He looked for new work, but it was difficult. Many people said no. He 

felt very sad. He was down in the dumps every day. He sat in his room and did 

not want to go out. 

His friend Jaswant told him, “Don’t be a misery guts, Banta! Things will get 

better.” But Banta found it hard to smile. He was out of sorts and complained a 

lot. “Nothing goes well,” he said. Sometimes he felt like crying his eyes out, but 

he tried to be strong. 

One day, his old boss from the factory called. “Banta, I have a new job for you 

in a shop. Come tomorrow.” Banta could not believe it. He jumped for joy 

again! He felt thrilled to bits. “This is not the end of the world,” he thought. “I 

must grin and bear it when things are hard.” 

Banta started the new job. He worked with kind people. Slowly, he felt better. 

He even laughed again. When his sister visited from India, he was in seventh 

heaven. They ate Punjabi food and talked about home. Banta said, “Life has 

ups and downs, but I am happy now.” 

Some friends were jealous when Banta got a better job later. One said, “It’s not 

fair!” Banta smiled and answered, “Don’t have sour grapes. Work hard and 

good things come.” 



 

Now, many years later, Banta still lives in England. He tells young people his 

story. “Be patient,” he says. “When you are sad, remember it will pass. And 

when you are happy, enjoy it! Life is like that.” 
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