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A Happy Day for Reeta by K S Sandhu 

Reeta lives in a small flat near the city centre. She is twenty-two years old and 

studies English at university. Every day she wakes up at seven o'clock. Right 

now she is making breakfast in the kitchen. The coffee smells wonderful and 

the toast tastes fresh. 

Reeta likes mornings because everything feels quiet and peaceful. She prefers 

tea to coffee, but today she wants coffee. She needs energy for her classes. 

After breakfast Reeta gets ready. She is wearing jeans and a green sweater. 

She looks in the mirror and smiles. "Today is a good day," she thinks. 

She walks to university. On the way she sees many people. Some are running 

to work, others are waiting for the bus. A dog is barking at a cat. Reeta laughs 

quietly. 

At university her best friend Mona is waiting outside the classroom. "Hi 

Reeta!" Mona says. "You look happy today." 

"I am happy," Reeta answers. "I understand the grammar better now." 

They go inside. The teacher Mr Brown is writing on the board. He is explaining 

present continuous. "We use present continuous when something is 

happening right now," he says. 

Reeta listens carefully. She knows most of the rules, but sometimes she makes 

mistakes. 

After the lesson the girls go to the cafeteria. They are sitting at a table near the 

window. Mona is eating a sandwich and Reeta is drinking orange juice. 

"I want to travel next summer," Reeta says. "I need to save money." 

Mona nods. "Me too. I prefer Spain, but my parents want Italy." 

They talk about their plans. Reeta realises she is lucky to have a good friend 

like Mona. 

In the afternoon Reeta has another class. This time it is literature. The teacher 

is reading a short story. The students are listening. Some are taking notes, 

others are just looking at the book. 



Reeta likes stories. She believes stories help people understand life. She 

remembers one story about a boy who wants to be a musician. It makes her 

feel happy. 

After university Reeta goes home. She is tired but content. On the bus she sees 

an old man. He is carrying a big bag. Reeta offers her seat. The man smiles and 

says thank you. 

When Reeta arrives home, her cat Milo is waiting at the door. He is meowing 

loudly. "Are you hungry, Milo?" she asks. Milo rubs against her legs. 

Reeta feeds the cat and then sits on the sofa. She is thinking about her day. 

She feels good. She knows she is learning, she has friends, and she has dreams. 

Outside it is getting dark. The street lights are turning on. People are coming 

home from work. Cars are moving slowly in the traffic. 

Reeta opens her notebook. She wants to write something. She starts writing: 

"Today I learn new things. I speak English with my friends. I feel happy because 

life is nice." 

She closes the notebook and smiles. Tomorrow is another day. She is ready for 

it. 
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