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Anna’s English Journey by K S Sandhu 

Anna is a young woman from Poland. She lives in London now because she 

wants to improve her English and find a better job. Next month she starts work 

in a big company, so she studies hard every day. 

Every morning, Anna wakes up at 7 o’clock. She drinks coffee, eats breakfast, 

and goes to her English class. The teacher explains grammar rules. Today the 

lesson is about present simple and present continuous. 

The teacher says: “We use present simple for habits, general facts, and things 

that are always or usually true. For example: Water boils at 100 degrees 

Celsius. The moon goes round the earth. People speak different languages in 

the world. I live in London – that’s a fact.” 

Then the teacher adds: “We use present continuous for things happening right 

now or around now, temporary situations. For example: Look outside! It is 

raining. Anna is studying English this month. Her friend is visiting London these 

days.” 

Anna listens carefully and writes examples in her notebook. She likes the 

lesson because it helps her understand her mistakes. 

After class, Anna meets her friend Marco in a small café. Marco is from Italy. 

He works in a restaurant near the station. 

“Hi Anna! What are you doing here?” asks Marco. 

“I am having coffee with you!” Anna laughs. “But really, I am learning English. 

Today my teacher is explaining present tenses.” 

Marco smiles. “Good! I speak English every day at work, but I make mistakes. 

Customers always ask: ‘What do you do?’ I say ‘I am waiter,’ but it is better to 

say ‘I work as a waiter.’” 

Anna nods. “Yes, present simple for jobs and routines. My father teaches me 

to drive when I go home to Poland. He says: ‘You drive too fast!’ But right now 

I am not driving – I am sitting here.” 

Marco laughs. “And your keys? You are always losing your keys!” 

Anna looks embarrassed. “Oh no, not again! You are right. I lose them every 

week. It is a bad habit.” 

Suddenly Anna’s phone rings. It is her mother. 



“Hi Mum! How are you?” 

“I am fine. What are you doing?” 

“I am in a café with Marco. We are talking about English grammar.” 

Her mother laughs. “Good! Your brother is playing football now – he plays 

every Saturday. And your father is fixing the car. He fixes everything at home.” 

After the call, Marco says: “My boss complains a lot because the customers 

complain. They say: ‘The food is cold!’ But today the restaurant is working well. 

I think things are getting better.” 

Anna agrees. “My English is improving slowly too. I feel more confident.” 

Later, Anna walks home. It is getting dark. She thinks about the lesson and 

repeats quietly: 

“Water boils at 100 degrees. Birds fly south in winter. I am learning English. My 

father is teaching me to drive. Right now I am walking home.” 

At home, Anna opens her book. She sees an exercise: “I (learn) to drive. My 

father (teach) me.” 

She writes: “I am learning to drive. My father is teaching me.” 

Then she reads: “You are always losing your keys.” 

She laughs. “Yes, that’s me!” 

Anna closes the book. She feels tired but happy. Tomorrow is another day to 

practise. 
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