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Banta and Lucy by K S Sandhu 

Banta lives in a small town. His house is small but nice. There is a kitchen, a 

living room, two bedrooms and a bathroom. There is a big window in the living 

room. It is very bright. 

In the kitchen, there is a table and four chairs. There is an apple in the fridge. 

There isn’t a book under the table. There are some cups on the shelf. There 

aren’t any clocks in the kitchen because Banta doesn’t need them! 

Banta likes facts. He reads many interesting things. 

One day, Banta talks to his friend Lucy. “There are twelve stars on the 

European flag,” says Banta. 

Lucy smiles. “Yes, that’s right.” 

“There isn’t any gravity in space,” Banta says. 

“True,” Lucy answers. “Astronauts float!” 

“There is a Rome in every continent of the world,” Banta says. 

Lucy laughs. “Really? There are seven continents: Asia, Africa, North America, 

South America, Antarctica, Europe and Australia. So, there are many Romes!” 

Banta continues. “There aren’t any deserts in Europe.” 

“That’s correct,” Lucy says. “Europe has mountains, rivers and forests, but no 

big deserts.” 

“There are over 40,000 characters in Chinese writing,” Banta tells her. 

“Wow!” Lucy says. “Chinese is difficult!” 

“In Las Vegas casinos, there aren’t any clocks,” Banta says. 

Lucy nods. “Yes, people play and forget time!” 

“In over 90% of plane crashes, there is a survivor,” Banta says. 

“That’s good news,” Lucy replies. 

“In an average bar of chocolate, there are eight insect legs!” Banta laughs. 

Lucy makes a funny face. “Really? I don’t want to know!” 

Banta smiles. “There are red and white blood cells. There aren’t red and black 

blood cells.” 



 

“Good fact,” Lucy says. 

“There is one element in water? No, there isn’t. There are two elements: 

hydrogen and oxygen.” 

Lucy says, “Yes, H₂O!” 

“There are ten centimetres in a metre? No, there aren’t. There are a hundred 

centimetres in a metre.” 

“True,” Lucy agrees. 

“There are more speakers of English than of Chinese? No, there aren’t. There 

are more speakers of Chinese.” 

Lucy says, “But English is everywhere!” 

Banta and Lucy sit in the living room. There are two books on the table. There 

is a cat on the sofa. It is black and white. They are happy friends. 

Banta says, “There is a big world. There are many facts. I like to learn!” 

Lucy answers, “Me too! Let’s read more tomorrow.” 

Banta looks out the window. There is a blue sky. There are birds in the trees. 

Life is good in the small town. 
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