
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Adapted and modified by 

Kulwant Singh Sandhu. 

 
  

 



Banta and His PGCE Course by K S Sandhu 

Banta is completing his PGCE at the University of Wolverhampton, a 

demanding postgraduate course that prepares graduates to become qualified 

teachers in secondary schools. He has always dreamed of inspiring young 

minds, but the final months have tested his resilience more than he expected. 

One stormy autumn evening, as the wind howled through the narrow streets 

of Wolverhampton, Banta sat in his small rented room reviewing lesson plans. 

His teeth chattered from the cold that seeped through the old windows, but he 

refused to take it easy for a while. Deadlines loomed, and he knew that if his 

standards slipped even slightly, his tutor might question his commitment. 

The next day brought an unexpected challenge. During a teaching placement at 

a busy comprehensive school, a spate of disruptive behaviour erupted in his 

Year 11 class. A group of students, frustrated by recent exam pressure, started 

ignoring instructions and chatting loudly. Banta felt a barrage of doubt: was he 

really cut out for this profession? 

Evidence suggests that many trainee teachers face similar moments of crisis, 

but Banta remembered advice from his mentor: when opportunity arises, seize 

it. Instead of losing his temper, he paused and drew up a simple contract with 

the class right there on the whiteboard. It outlined mutual respect, clear 

consequences, and rewards for effort. To his surprise, most students signed it 

willingly, and the atmosphere improved almost immediately. 

That small victory gave him confidence, but greater tests awaited. A severe flu 

outbreak hit the school, and the disease spread rapidly among staff and pupils. 

Classes were halved, and Banta had to adapt lessons for online delivery 

overnight. The pressure was intense; he had to withstand the impact of 

exhaustion, technical glitches, and worried parents emailing at all hours. 

One afternoon, his head of department offered him a tempting escape: 

postpone his final assessed lesson and reschedule for after half-term. It would 

mean less strain and more preparation time. Many would have passed up such 

a chance to avoid failure under stress, but Banta saw it differently. "No," he 

replied firmly. "This is the real test. If I can't handle it now, how will I cope in a 

full-time job?" 

He prepared meticulously, incorporating snippets of student feedback from 

previous weeks. On the day of the observation, everything aligned perfectly. 



The lesson flowed, engagement was high, and even the most reluctant learners 

participated. His tutor later praised his ability to maintain high expectations 

when others might have let standards slip. 

Looking back, Banta realised that moment had been a stroke of luck combined 

with determination. The chaotic term had not broken him; it had forged him. 

He no longer viewed challenges as idle threats to his dream but as essential 

steps toward becoming the teacher he aspired to be. 

As winter approached and smoke rose from chimneys across the city, Banta 

walked to campus with a quiet sense of pride. He had put early doubts behind 

him and embraced every difficulty. The PGCE was nearly complete, but the real 

journey—of lifelong learning and unwavering dedication—was only just 

beginning. 

 

  



 

  



 

  



     Answers 

 


