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Harleen's New Life in Leicester by K S Sandhu 

Harleen had recently moved to Leicester from Punjab. She had good English, 

but she wanted to improve it more, so she joined a B2 level class at the local 

college. The students came from many different countries, and the teacher, 

Mrs. Patel, was kind and patient. 

One Monday morning, the lesson was about idioms. Mrs. Patel started by 

asking, “What are idioms?” She explained that idioms are expressions where 

the meaning is different from the literal words. They make English more 

colourful and natural. Then she described the main types of idioms: 

 Type A: verb + object/complement (and/or adverbial), like “drive 

someone around the bend”  

 Type B: prepositional phrase, like “out of the blue”  

 Type C: compound, like “rough and ready”  

 Type D: simile, like “as dry as a bone”  

 Type E: binomial or trinomial, like “cool, calm and collected”  

 Type F: whole clause or sentence, like “to cut a long story short” 

The class listened carefully. Harleen took notes quickly. 

After the explanation, Mrs. Patel said, “Now let’s hear a real story using many 

idioms. Listen and try to understand them in context.” 

She began:  

“Last weekend, my brother visited me unexpectedly – he arrived out of the 

blue! I wasn’t ready, but I stayed cool, calm and collected. He always gives me 

a hard time about my cooking, saying it’s too spicy. It drives me around the 

bend when he complains, but I put my foot down this time. I told him, ‘If you 

don’t like it, make it yourself!’  

To kill two birds with one stone, I suggested we go shopping together and then 

cook a simple meal. The supermarket was busy, but everything happened in 

the blink of an eye – we bought the food and returned home quickly. The 

kitchen was a bit rough and ready because I had just moved in, but it worked. 

Unfortunately, there was a bone of contention between us: he wanted to 

watch football, but I wanted to study. He tried to pass the buck and said it was 

his turn to choose the TV channel. I said, ‘No way! You’re lying through your 



 

teeth if you say you don’t care.’ To cut a long story short, we argued a little, 

but then we laughed and watched a film instead. At the end of the day, he left 

safe and sound, and the flat was as dry as a bone after we cleaned up – no 

mess at all!” 

The class laughed. Harleen understood most of the idioms because the story 

made them clear. She raised her hand. “Teacher, I like this way of learning. The 

idioms feel real now.” 

Mrs. Patel smiled. “Good! Idioms are everywhere in daily conversations. The 

more you hear them in stories, the easier they become.” 

After class, Harleen walked home feeling happy. She thought about her own 

life in England. Sometimes the weather drove her around the bend, but she 

was learning fast. She decided to use one new idiom every day. “To cut a long 

story short,” she said to herself with a smile, “I’m enjoying my new life here.” 

  



 

 
  



 

 
  



 

 


