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Banta's Corner Shop by K S Sandhu 

 

Banta lives in Coventry. He owns a little corner shop. He sells newspapers, 

milk, bread, fruits, vegetables and other groceries. Every day, people come to 

his shop for small things. 

He opens the shop very early. From Monday to Saturday, he opens at 5 a.m. 

On Sunday, he opens at 6 a.m. He closes every day at 9 p.m. Banta works long 

hours, but he likes his job. 

Banta came to this country 30 years ago. When he arrived, he couldn't speak a 

word of English. For the first 10 years, he worked in a bakery. Most of the 

workers were Punjabis from India and Pakistan. They all spoke Punjabi 

together, so Banta didn't practise English. His English stayed very basic. 

Twenty years ago, Banta bought his corner shop. Things changed. Now he talks 

to customers every day. He says "Good morning!" "How are you?" "Do you 

want a newspaper?" or "Milk is £1.20 today." Customers ask questions too. 

"Where are the eggs?" "Do you have fresh bread?" "How much is this?" Banta 

answers them. Sometimes he makes small mistakes, but most people 

understand him. His English isn't perfect, but it's good enough for the shop. 

Banta uses the present simple a lot. He says things like: 

"I open the shop at 5 a.m." 

"I don't close early." 

"Customers come every day." 

"The newspaper arrives at 5 o'clock." He also talks about habits: 

"I usually drink tea at 7 a.m." 

"I don't eat lunch very late." 

"How often do you come here?" he asks his regular customers. 

One morning, a new customer comes in. She is a young woman from Poland. 

"Hello," she says. "Do you sell Polish bread?" 

Banta smiles. "No, sorry, I don't have Polish bread. But I have nice white bread. 

Do you want to try it?" 

She buys some bread and says, "Thank you. Your English is good!" 

Banta laughs. "I promise I try every day!" 

Banta feels happy in his shop. He meets people from many countries. He learns 

new words. He says "I come from India" and "I live in Coventry now." Life isn't 



always easy, but the shop is his place. He works hard, talks to people and 

smiles. 

Every evening, when he closes at 9 p.m., he thinks: "Today was good. 

Tomorrow I open again at 5 a.m." Banta's shop is small, but it is important. 

People need it, and he needs them. 

Practice the Present Simple 

 Nurses look after patients.  

 The Earth goes around the sun.  

 I usually get up at 7 o'clock.  

 How often do you go shopping?  

 She doesn't drink coffee.  

 What time does the shop open?  

 I promise to help you.  

 I don't understand this word. What does it mean? 

Banta says: "I work hard, but I like my customers! 
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