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Education Systems by K S Sandhu 

Banat is a freelance writer. Every week, he writes articles for The Daily 

Chronicle, a well-known newspaper. This week, his topic is Education: debates 

and issues. 

He sits at his desk with a cup of coffee and opens his laptop. The editor wants 

around 500 words, so Banat starts thinking about the main question in 

education today: equality of opportunity. 

He types the opening sentence: All education systems may ultimately be 

judged in terms of equality of opportunity. This idea appears again and again in 

debates about selective versus comprehensive schooling. In selective systems, 

children take an exam to enter the best schools. Supporters say it helps bright 

pupils from poor families rise up. Critics argue that elitism is built into the 

system – only a few get the chance, while most are left behind. 

Banat remembers his own school, a large comprehensive. Classes had students 

of all abilities. Some teachers were excellent, but the school often struggled 

with discipline. A few pupils won places at top universities, but many left with 

low grades. In the same city, there was a selective grammar school. Its league 

table position was always near the top. Wealthy parents moved house to be in 

the catchment area or paid for private coaching. Did this create real equality, 

or did it widen the gap? 

League tables, Banat writes, were introduced to raise standards. Schools and 

colleges are ranked by exam results. In theory, this pushes everyone to 

improve. In reality, however, league tables often perpetuate inequalities. 

Better-off families can push their children towards the highest-ranked 

institutions. Well-endowed schools attract the strongest pupils and get even 

better results. The public soon sees a two-tier system: successful schools at the 

top and struggling ones at the bottom. 

Financial support can make things fairer. Scholarships and bursaries help less 

privileged youngsters afford tertiary education. Student loans let 

undergraduates pay tuition fees and living costs while studying. But even with 

these measures, few people believe true equality has been achieved. Debt 

worries many students, and some from disadvantaged backgrounds never 

even apply. 



Some politicians and parents want to return to the three Rs – reading, writing 

and arithmetic. Literacy and numeracy are basic skills no one can afford to be 

without. Banat agrees, but he wonders why curriculum reform happens so 

often. Many headteachers say changes are made for political reasons rather 

than good educational ones. They complain that constant new government 

guidelines distract them from teaching. 

Lifelong education is another big issue today. With jobs changing fast, 

continuing education matters for everyone. Creating opportunities for mature 

students – adults returning to study – is now essential. 

Banat also thinks about special needs education. It is expensive because 

classes must be small or even one-to-one. Without proper support, children 

with disabilities cannot learn effectively. 

Finally, he adds a sentence about bullying. Children feel unhappy and cannot 

concentrate if there is constant threatening behaviour at school. 

Banat checks the word count: 498. He reads the article again and adds one last 

thought: 

Education should open doors for everyone. Until we close the gaps caused by 

money, background and unfair systems, equality of opportunity will remain 

more dream than reality. 

He saves the file and sends it. Another article done – and perhaps it will start a 

few conversations. 
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