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Banta’s First Lesson by K S Sandhu 

Banta had just graduated with a degree in English from the University of 

Nottingham. Before starting his PGCE, he decided to take a year out to gain 

experience. He found a part-time job teaching ESOL at a local college. His 

group consisted of C1-level students – advanced learners preparing for 

university or professional life. 

On his first day, Banta felt a mixture of excitement and nerves. The classroom 

was bright and modern, with students from many countries: Maria from Spain, 

Ahmed from Egypt, Li from China, and others. They welcomed him warmly. 

“Good morning, everyone,” Banta said. “Today we’re going to expand our 

vocabulary for academic writing and studying. We’ll focus on choosing the 

right words for different types of written work and effective revision 

techniques.” 

He handed out worksheets. The first exercise asked students to correct 

sentences with wrong word choices. 

“Read number two,” Banta said. “ ‘Little Martha did her first dissertation in 

school today. It was called My family.’ ” 

Maria laughed. “Dissertation? No! That’s for a PhD or Master’s. For a child, it’s 

a composition or perhaps a short essay.” 

“Perfect,” Banta replied. “And for a PhD, it’s a thesis or dissertation. A 

collection of pieces can be a portfolio, while a single longer piece might be an 

assignment, an essay, or a project.” 

The class worked through the exercise quickly. Ahmed corrected “MSc 

composition” to “dissertation”, and Li pointed out that a 5,000-word final piece 

was usually an assignment, not a thesis. They all agreed that a 1,000-word task 

with a title was an essay, not a project. 

Next came a rewriting task. Banta displayed a text about exam preparation. 

“When I’m studying in a very focused way because I’m preparing hard for an 

exam, I don’t see any point in looking up exam papers from previous years, nor 

is there any point in just learning things by memory…”Maria rewrote the 

beginning confidently: “When I’m studying intensively because I’m cramming 

for an exam, I don’t see any point in looking up past papers, nor in learning 

things by heart.” 



Ahmed added, “Some people use clever mnemonics, but there’s no substitute 

for revising properly – perhaps with a mind map to organise ideas. Rote-

learning helps, but only to a limited extent. In the end, you have to bury 

yourself in your books until you know the subject inside out.” 

The discussion flowed naturally. Banta then asked quick questions to check 

understanding. 

“What’s the first version of an essay called?” 

“A first draft!” “The final date for submission?” 

“A deadline!” “Using someone else’s ideas as your own?” 

“Plagiarism!” They covered more: submit instead of hand in, assess instead of 

mark, drop out of a course, carry out research, feedback from teachers, access 

online journals, inter-library loan, and how a genius might find revision easy. 

The final exercise was gap-fill. Students completed sentences eagerly. 

“If you quote something, you must acknowledge your source.” 

“Open educational resources are very helpful.” 

“Caspar knows the subject inside out – he’s bound to pass!” 

As the lesson ended, Maria approached Banta. “Thank you. Now I understand 

why my university ‘project’ is really an essay, not a thesis. It will help my 

application a lot.” 

Banta smiled. “Precision in vocabulary builds confidence. You all did brilliantly 

today.” 

Walking out, he felt sure this year would prepare him well for teaching. The 

students had not only learned new words – they had used them with real 

understanding. 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 

  



 
 


