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Modal Auxiliaries 
 

6. Complete each sentence with either must not (mustn’t) or do/does not 

have to (don’t/doesn’t have to). 

EXAMPLE: He’s already finished painting the kitchen, so I do not have to paint 

anymore. 

1. I’ve already finished all my reading for tomorrow, so I ……………………… study 

tonight. I will go to the movies instead. 

2. I …………… forget to take my key with me before leaving. I could get locked 

out of my apartment. 

3. The second part of the exam is optional. She…………… take it, but she 

probably should. 

4. Polar bears are beautiful animals. We ……………………allow them to become 

extinct. 

5. If you get bitten by a snake, you …………………. panic, because it will 

accelerate your pulse and your blood circulation. This will cause the venom to 

travel faster through your body. 

6. This is a one-time opportunity to get the job you’ve always dreamed of. You 

…………… let it pass you by. Accept the offer. 

7. Dolphins…………… see in order to avoid obstacles like fishing boats. Even in 

complete darkness, they would be able to navigate around them. 

8. When crossing borders in Europe, one ………….. declare merchandise 

anymore. The new border regulations set by the European Union are looser. 

9. We………………… go see that play if you don’t want to, but from what I 

understand, it’s really good. 

10. You………… play with matches. Look around you, Peter, this house is entirely 

made out of wood. 

11. A person……………… own a three-story house or a minivan to be happy. 

12. She really doesn’t feel well. We…………………….. wait until she has a fever to 

call the doctor. We …………………. wait any longer to take her to the hospital. 

13. In order to make friends, you ………………………. be rude. 



14. You………………. be a genius to learn English. 

15. You……………………… lend me their new album. I was able to buy it in 

advance four weeks ago, so I’ve already heard it several times. 

 

7. Rewrite each sentence, beginning with ― You are (not) to. 

EXAMPLE: Do not enter private property. 

You are not to enter private property. 

1. Keep off the grass. 

2. No eating or drinking inside. 

3. Move to the rear of the plane. 

4. Do not feed the monkeys. 

5. No smoking. 

6. No visitors allowed on board. 

7. No littering. 

8. Do not use the elevator in case of fire. 

 

8. In each sentence, underline the modal auxiliary that more appropriately 

introduces the question. 

EXAMPLE Can / May I take you to the movies? 

1. Can / May you explain this magic trick to me? 

2. Can / May I offer you coffee? 

3. Will / Shall we have to pay a cover charge to get into this club? 

4. Will / Shall we go the beach if it’s still sunny? 

5. Can / May you give me directions to Paul’s house? 

6. Will / Shall they let us use the swimming pool? 

7. Let’s dance, can / shall we? 

 



9. For each pair of sentences, select the one that is stronger in meaning. 

1. a. We had better bring some water. 

    b. We should bring some water. 

2. a. We ought to bring some water. 

    b. We have got to bring some water. 

3. a. You have got to drink water. 

    b. You should drink water. 

4. a. You are to drink water. 

    b. You ought to drink water. 

5. a. You must drink water. 

    b. You had better drink water. 

6. a. You were supposed to bring some water. 

    b. You had to bring some water. 

7. a. You are supposed to bring some water. 

    b. You are to bring some water. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Answers 

6. Complete each sentence with either must not (mustn’t) or do/does not 

have to (don’t/doesn’t have to). 

EXAMPLE: He’s already finished painting the kitchen, so I do not have to paint 

anymore. 

1. I’ve already finished all my reading for tomorrow, so I don’t have to study 

tonight. I will go to the movies instead. 

2. I must not forget to take my key with me before leaving. I could get locked 

out of my apartment. 

3. The second part of the exam is optional. She doesn’t have to take it, but she 

probably should. 

4. Polar bears are beautiful animals. We must not allow them to become 

extinct. 

5. If you get bitten by a snake, you must not panic, because it will accelerate 

your pulse and your blood circulation. This will cause the venom to travel 

faster through your body. 

6. This is a one-time opportunity to get the job you’ve always dreamed of. You 

must not let it pass you by. Accept the offer. 

7. Dolphins do not have to see in order to avoid obstacles like fishing boats. 

Even in complete darkness, they would be able to navigate around them. 

8. When crossing borders in Europe, one does not have to declare 

merchandise anymore. The new border regulations set by the European Union 

are looser. 

9. We don’t have to go see that play if you don’t want to, but from what I 

understand, it’s really good. 

10. You must not play with matches. Look around you, Peter, this house is 

entirely made out of wood. 

11. A person does not have to own a three-story house or a minivan to be 

happy. 

12. She really doesn’t feel well. We don’t have to wait until she has a fever to 

call the doctor. We must not wait any longer to take her to the hospital. 



13. In order to make friends, you must not be rude. 

14. You don’t have to be a genius to learn English. 

15. You don’t have to lend me their new album. I was able to buy it in advance 

four weeks ago, so I’ve already heard it several times. 

 

7. Rewrite each sentence, beginning with ― You are (not) to. 

EXAMPLE: Do not enter private property. 

You are not to enter private property. 

1. Keep off the grass. You are to keep off the grass. 

2. No eating or drinking inside. You are not to eat or drink inside. 

3. Move to the rear of the plane. You are to move to the rear of the plane. 

4. Do not feed the monkeys. You are not to feed the monkeys. 

5. No smoking. You are not to smoke. 

6. No visitors allowed on board. You are not to allow visitors on board. 

7. No littering. You are not to litter. 

8. Do not use the elevator in case of fire. You are not to use the elevator in 

case of fire. 

8. In each sentence, underline the modal auxiliary that more appropriately 

introduces the question. 

EXAMPLE Can / May I take you to the movies? 

1. Can / May you explain this magic trick to me? 

2. Can / May I offer you coffee? 

3. Will / Shall we have to pay a cover charge to get into this club? 

4. Will / Shall we go the beach if it’s still sunny? 

5. Can / May you give me directions to Paul’s house? 

6. Will / Shall they let us use the swimming pool? 

7. Let’s dance, can / shall we? 



 

9. For each pair of sentences, select the one that is stronger in meaning. 

1. a. We had better bring some water. 

    b. We should bring some water. 

2. a. We ought to bring some water. 

    b. We have got to bring some water. 

3. a. You have got to drink water. 

    b. You should drink water. 

4. a. You are to drink water. 

    b. You ought to drink water. 

5. a. You must drink water. 

    b. You had better drink water. 

6. a. You were supposed to bring some water. 

    b. You had to bring some water. 

7. a. You are supposed to bring some water. 

    b. You are to bring some water. 

 


