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1. Fill in the blanks with one word. 

1. The Justice Minister said he would abide …….…….… the decision of the High 

Court to free the prisoner. 

2. The new regional governor will take …………. office on 1 March, following his 

party’s recent election victory. 

3. The Education Commission has been asked by the government to come up 

……………. an alternative to the present schools examination system. 

4. Hollywood star Glenda Nixon has filed for ……………. . She and her husband 

Kevin Lomax have lived apart for the last six months. 

5. The police intend to come down heavily ………. anyone causing trouble at 

tomorrow’s football final. 

6. The police, acting ……… a tip-off, arrested the thieves as they left the 

building. 

 

2. Fill in the blanks with one word. 

1. I’d been looking forward to the course but unfortunately it did not 

…………..up to my expectations. 

2. Has anyone ………….. up with a good alternative to the petrol- or diesel-

fuelled car yet? 

3. I should jot ………………..your address in case I forget it. 

4. The new president of our club is due to……………… up office next week. 

5. We have to ……………. by the decision of the committee; we have no choice. 

6. Most members of the group ……………to a common philosophy. 

7. I don’t have any special arrangements, so can easily fit in …………your plans. 

8. Melissa Bragg has……………….. for divorce in a New York court. 

 

 

 

 



3. Fill in the blanks with one word. 

A: It was great just sitting in the sunshine and enjoying the feel of the place, 

wasn’t it? 

B: Yes, it was nice to just sit there soaking ………. the atmosphere. 

A: I think we should both arrange our work schedules so we don’t have to work 

in May. 

B: Yes, I’ll try to free ………… some time so we can go away together. 

A: I’m finding it hard to find time to practise the French I learnt at school. 

B: Yes, I have a similar problem …………… up my Spanish. 

A: Well, all that gardening has made me hungry. 

B: Yes, it certainly helps to work up ………… appetite. 

A: It’d suit my arrangements if we could meet up at lunchtime. 

B: Yes, that would …………. in perfectly with my plans too. 

A: The hotel wasn’t as good as I thought it would be. 

B: No, it didn’t live up to my …………………. either. 

4. Correct the collocation errors in these sentences. 

1. Everyone broke into laughter when she told the story. 

2. We had a run along the beach to work in an appetite before lunch. 

3. The police have said they intend to go down heavily on anyone carrying an 

offensive weapon at the match. 

4. Do you think you could free out some time to have a quick meeting this 

afternoon? 

5. The police acted on a rip-off and managed to avert a possible disaster. 

6. I hope the party will live on to your expectations. 

7. We sat on our hotel balcony, soaking through the atmosphere of the 

carnival. 

8. Tanya quickly saw out her opponent in the semi-final and now goes on to 

the final. 



5. Fill the blanks with one word. 

1. Parents who don’t control their children have a lot to …………… for. 

2. That restaurant is not all it’s cracked …….. to be. 

3. This computer has the …………… over other models because it has such a 

huge hard drive. 

4. Her spoken English leaves a lot to be ……………….. . 

5. The recent events have all the makings ……………. a big political scandal. 

6. This suitcase is a bit …………. the heavy side. 

7. This remote control’s a …………….. loss. 

8. The accommodation was a bit …………… and ready. 

9. I know you don't approve of that one item in the bill but we shouldn't throw 

out the ……………..out with the bathwater by voting the bill down. 

10. So many people are trying to quit smoking that I might as well jump on the 

…………………………. and quit as well. 

11. My friend always ………… the devil's advocate; he can never agree with me. 

12. That dreadful noise is ………………… me to distraction. 

13. He got drunk at the wedding and made an ………………. of himself in front of 

everyone. 

14. He was deported for entering the country under false …………………. . 

15. "I didn't realize you were decorating the whole house." "Oh, we don't do 

things by ……………..round here." 

16. He thinks everyone is afraid of him, but in fact he is a ……………. stock. 

 

 

 

 

 



Answers 
1. Fill in the blanks with one word. 

1. The Justice Minister said he would abide by the decision of the High Court 

to free the prisoner. 

2. The new regional governor will take up office on 1 March, following his 

party’s recent election victory. 

3. The Education Commission has been asked by the government to come up 

with an alternative to the present schools examination system. 

4. Hollywood star Glenda Nixon has filed for divorce. She and her husband 

Kevin Lomax have lived apart for the last six months. 

5. The police intend to come down heavily on anyone causing trouble at 

tomorrow’s football final. 

6. The police, acting on a tip-off, arrested the thieves as they left the building. 

 

2. Fill in the blanks with one word. 

1. I’d been looking forward to the course but unfortunately it did not 

…………..up to my expectations. 

2. Has anyone come up with a good alternative to the petrol- or diesel-fuelled 

car yet? 

3. I should jot down your address in case I forget it. 

4. The new president of our club is due to take up office next week. 

5. We have to abide by the decision of the committee; we have no choice. 

6. Most members of the group adhere to a common philosophy. 

7. I don’t have any special arrangements, so can easily fit in with your plans. 

8. Melissa Bragg has filed for divorce in a New York court. 

 

 

 

 



3. Fill in the blanks with one word. 

A: It was great just sitting in the sunshine and enjoying the feel of the place, 

wasn’t it? 

B: Yes, it was nice to just sit there soaking up the atmosphere. 

A: I think we should both arrange our work schedules so we don’t have to work 

in May. 

B: Yes, I’ll try to free up some time so we can go away together. 

A: I’m finding it hard to find time to practise the French I learnt at school. 

B: Yes, I have a similar problem keeping up my Spanish. 

A: Well, all that gardening has made me hungry. 

B: Yes, it certainly helps to work up an appetite. 

A: It’d suit my arrangements if we could meet up at lunchtime. 

B: Yes, that would fit in perfectly with my plans too. 

A: The hotel wasn’t as good as I thought it would be. 

B: No, it didn’t live up to my expectation either. 

4. Correct the collocation errors in these sentences. 

1. Everyone broke into laughter when she told the story. 

2. We had a run along the beach to work up an appetite before lunch. 

3. The police have said they intend to come down heavily on anyone carrying 

an offensive weapon at the match. 

4. Do you think you could free up some time to have a quick meeting this 

afternoon? 

5. The police acted on a tip-off and managed to avert a possible disaster. 

6. I hope the party will live up to your expectations. 

7. We sat on our hotel balcony, soaking up the atmosphere of the carnival. 

8. Tanya quickly saw off her opponent in the semi-final and now goes on to the 

final. 

 



5. Fill the blanks with one word. 

1. Parents who don’t control their children have a lot to answer for. 

2. That restaurant is not all it’s cracked up to be. 

3. This computer has the edge over other models because it has such a huge 

hard drive. 

4. Her spoken English leaves a lot to be desired. 

5. The recent events have all the makings of a big political scandal. 

6. This suitcase is a bit on the heavy side. 

7. This remote control’s a dead loss. 

8. The accommodation was a bit rough and ready. 

9. I know you don't approve of that one item in the bill but we shouldn't throw 

out the baby out with the bathwater by voting the bill down. 

10. So many people are trying to quit smoking that I might as well jump on the 

bandwagon and quit as well. 

11. My friend always plays the devil's advocate; he can never agree with me. 

12. That dreadful noise is driving me to distraction. 

13. He got drunk at the wedding and made an exhibition of himself in front of 

everyone. 

14. He was deported for entering the country under false pretences. 

15. "I didn't realize you were decorating the whole house." "Oh, we don't do 

things by halves round here." 

16. He thinks everyone is afraid of him, but in fact he is a laughing stock. 
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