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A Christmas Ghost
By Lesley Thompson

A Christmas Ghost
'It's nearly Christmas! Where's the snow?' asked Alex.

'‘Alex!' laughed Dan. 'We're in Australia. They don't have snow here at
Christmas.'

Dan and Alex were from London. They worked in a big office, but at Christmas
the office was closed for two weeks. This year they wanted to do something
different for Christmas, so they were here in Australia.

When they arrived, they got a car at the airport and drove for miles across the
country towards Alice Springs. In the evenings they stopped at small hotels.
There were no cars on the roads, and they saw no houses or people in the
country. It was very hot.

'This is going to be a strange Christmas for us,' said Alex. 'No snow, no
Christmas tree.'

'Oh, be quiet, Alex! We're going to have a wonderful time. It's going to be
different, that's all,' said Dan.

It was their third day. They left their hotel early that morning but the sun was
soon hot. Suddenly Dan called out, 'Look, Alex! A kangaroo!'

The strange animal jumped across the road and disappeared. Then everything
was quiet again. They drove for two hours. Then they stopped and ate some
sandwiches and drank some water.

'OK, come on, Alex. Let's go,' said Dan. 'We're nearly there. We're going to be
in Alice Springs tonight."'

But when Dan turned the key, nothing happened. The car didn't move.
'What's the matter, Dan? Is the car OK?

'l don't know. Let's look at the engine.’



They got out and looked at the engine.
'Everything looks OK to me,' said Dan. 'l don't understand.'

'What are we going to do?' asked Alex. 'We're miles from the next town and
there aren't any cars on this road. We need some help.'

They waited for nearly four hours. The sun was much hotter now. Alex and Dan
sat on the road next to the car. They were scared. They didn't have much to
eat and they didn't have much water. They needed help... soon!

Dan was asleep.
'Wake up, Dan. Somebody's coming!’ called Alex.

It was true. A car appeared on the road and came towards them. Dan jumped
up with Alex.

'Stop! Stop!' they cried.

The car stopped, and a young man got out. He was about nineteen years old,
tall, and he had long brown hair.

'Hello,' he said. 'Do you need help with your car?'

'Yes, please! Do you know about engines?"

The young man looked at the engine.

'Ah, yes. You need a garage. There's one in the next town. | can take you there.
Dan and Alex got into the back of the young man's car.

'Were you there for a long time?' he asked.

'About four hours. We were very happy to see you! We didn't have much
water,' said Dan.

'Only four hours? | was by the road once and | waited for help for ten days...'
said the young man.

'For ten days? Is that true?' cried Dan. 'What happened?"

'Oh, it's a long story and | need to watch the road. There are lots of kangaroos
around here, you know.'



The young man drove carefully, and Dan and Alex slept in the back. It was
about fifty miles to the next town, and when they arrived it was dark. The
young man stopped near the garage, but he didn't get out of the car.

'Here you are,' he said. 'Goodbye - Happy Christmas!'
'Thanks again,' said Dan and Alex. 'Goodbye!"
The car soon disappeared.

The man in the garage talked to Dan. 'It's late now, but | can go with you
tomorrow to your car. Tonight, you can stay in the hotel.'

Dan and Alex went to the small hotel. They asked the woman there for a room.
She gave them a key, but she didn't smile. She had a very sad face.

They went to their room.

'The people here aren't very happy,' said Alex. 'lt's nearly Christmas, but
nobody's getting ready for it.'

'Yes, it's strange,’ said Dan. 'But that young man with the car was nice. And the
man at the garage is going to help us. Tomorrow we can go to Alice Springs.'

That night Dan and Alex woke up three times. Every time they heard a strange
noise.

'Someone's crying, | think,' said Alex.

The next day, they got up early and went to the garage. The man drove them
to their car and looked at the engine. He worked on it for about an hour, and
soon Dan and Alex were on the road again. Late that night, they arrived in Alice
Springs. This time, their hotel was much nicer.

'Let's go out for something to eat,' said Dan excitedly.
'Wait a minute,' said Alex. 'What's that on the TV?'
Dan turned and looked at the TV.

'Last night, somebody found the body of John Sharp. It was by the road, fifty
miles from Little Creek. John disappeared a year ago. At that time, the police
found his car, but they never found his body. John was nineteen and he lived in
Little Creek. His parents have a hotel there.

A picture of the hotel appeared on the TV.



'Dan,' said Alex quietly, 'that was our hotel in Little Creek. We stayed there last
night.'

Just then, the photograph of a young man appeared on the TV. He had long
brown hair.

'It's him!' cried Dan. 'It's the young man. He helped us!'
'‘But he's dead. How could he help us? | don't understand.’
Dan said nothing. Alex looked at him.

'What are you thinking, Dan?"

'We saw a ghost,' said Dan. 'A nice Christmas ghost."

- THE END -



2. Grammar Page
The articles a and the:
That’s a nice car.
Did you clean the car? (the car = our car, or this car)
We've got a dog. (the dog = our dog, or the dog that lives here)
Where’s the dog?
You've got a big garden. (the garden = our garden, or the garden at this house)
The dog’s in the garden.
Is there a station in this town?
The station is in the town centre. (the station = the station in this town)
This is an interesting book.
The author has some very unusual ideas. (the author = the author of this book)

The cafe next to the station is open all night. (We know which cafe. It is the
cafe next to the station.)

a, an + singular noun:
That’s a nice car.

There are other nice cars and we are talking about one of them.

the + singular or plural noun:

the = one in particular. We are talking about a known object, person or animal.
The speaker and listener know which one it is. It is not one of many.

It is one in particular:
Did you clean the car?

We are talking about our car. There is only one of these.



Exercise
Complete the sentences using a, an or the.
1. Thisis ...... beautiful painting. Does ........ artist live near here?

2. | bought ....... new toothbrush this morning and | can’t find it. I'm sure | put it
in ... bathroom.

3. Canyou get .......... fresh cream cake when you’re out? ...... shopon............
corner usually sells them.

7. We stayed in ........ very nice hotel. .......... room was comfortable and ..........
food was excellent.

8. | bought Elliot ....... new jacket last week but yesterday two of ........ buttons
came off. I'm taking it back to....... shop
9.1had........... bath this morning but ........... water was a bit cold.

10. Hannah was at .......... airport, waiting for ................ friend to arrive.



Answers
Complete the sentences using a, an or the.
1. This is a beautiful painting. Does the artist live near here?

2. | bought a new toothbrush this morning and | can’t find it. ’'m sure | putitin
the bathroom.

3. Can you get a fresh cream cake when you’re out? The shop on the corner
usually sells them.

4. It’s a very nice school and the teachers are all really hard-working.
5. ‘Look! There’s a cat in the garden.’

‘Yes, it’s the cat from next door.’

6. ‘There’s a man at the door. He wants to see you.’

7. We stayed in a very nice hotel. The room was comfortable and the food was
excellent.

8. | bought Elliot a new jacket last week but yesterday two of the buttons came
off. I’'m taking it back to the shop.

9. I had a bath this morning but the water was a bit cold.

10. Hannah was at the airport, waiting for a friend to arrive.



3. Picture Dictionary Page

Prepositions:

1 above 5 nextto 8 to the left of 10 in
2 below 9 to the right of
6 on 11 between
3 in front of 7 under
4 behind

Where is the clock? It is above the bulletin board.

Where is the bulletin board? It is below the clock.

Where is the map? It is in front of the writing board.

Where is the writing board? It is behind the map.

Where is the bookshelf? It is next to the table.

Where is the TV? It is on the table. Where is the basket? It is under the table.
Where is the keyboard? It is to the left of the mouse. Etc.



