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Tinkers Farm

By Rabley Stephen

It is 7 o'clock on a warm summer morning. A ship is arriving in New York. Its
name is the Red Rose. Two of the people on it are Sam Tinker and his
daughter Jenny. Sam and Jenny are English, but now they are starting a new
life in America. “Look, Dad!” says Jenny. “We're here. We're really here!”

The Tinkers say goodbye to all their friends. Then they leave the Red Rose.
There are lots of people, horses and carts beside the ship. Sam looks at
them. “Yes, we're here,” he thinks. “But now what? We haven't got any
money.” He stops a young man with a green coat. “Excuse me,” he says. “I'm
looking for a job.” The man turns to his right. “Talk to Jack Crane,” he
answers.

Jack Crane is a farmer. He has a long, thin face and only three fingers on his
right hand. He listens to Sam's story. Then he takes off his hat. “OK,” he says,
“you can both have jobs. | need a new man to work in the fields. And we
want someone to help in the kitchen, too - isn't that right, Blue Sky?” There
is an Indian girl on top of the cart. “Yes,” she says and smiles at Jenny.

Two hours later the Tinkers leave New York with Jack Crane and Blue Sky.
They are both very happy. “How far is it to your farm, Mr Crane?” asks Sam.

“Eighty kilometres,” Jack Crane answers. They drive all afternoon. Jenny is
sitting next to Sam. She is tired, but she does not want to sleep. “This is
America,” she thinks,”... and now I'm American.”

After six hours Jack Crane stops the cart.

“Well... there it is,” he says. Jenny stands up.



It is evening now and the sun is going down. In front of them there are lots
of beautiful yellow fields and a big farmhouse. Jenny looks to her left.
“Where's that smoke coming from?” she asks.

“That's the Indian village,” answers Blue Sky. “My family lives there.”

The next day the Tinkers start work. Jenny helps Blue Sky in the farmhouse.
First the two girls cook everyone's breakfast. Then they make all the beds.
After that they clean the kitchen floor. At the same time Sam is working in
the fields. After four or five hours he stops for a minute. “What are you
stopping for?” asks Jack Crane. “Come on — get back to work!”

Sam and Jenny have only one free day every week — Sunday. It's Blue Sky's
free day, too. That is when she visits her family. One Sunday Jenny goes with
her. She makes a lot of new friends. She meets the village Chief, too — Silver
Cloud. He has a beautiful wife and a young son. After that first visit, Jenny
often goes to the village. She starts to learn some Indian words, too.

Jenny is always happy with her new Indian friends. But she is not happy on
the farm. Sam is unhappy, too. “l don't want to work here on Jack Crane's
farm any more,” he says one evening. “l want to work on my farm, Tinkers
Farm.”

“I know, Dad,” Jenny answers. Then she thinks, “But how? We can't buy any
land. Jack Crane pays us only two dollars a week.”

Four days later Jenny and Blue Sky are making the beds. Suddenly they hear
something. Two men are shouting. Jenny looks out of the window. She can
see Jack Crane and her father in front of the farmhouse. Jack Crane's face is
very red. “Do it!” he shouts.

“No, I'm not going to,” Sam shouts back. “It's Sunday and | don't work on
Sundays. You do it!” Jenny runs downstairs and out of the house. There is a
strong wind and it is raining.

“What's happening?” she asks her father. “We're leaving in the morning,”
Sam answers. He is walking very fast. Jenny looks at him. “But... how are we
going to eat? We haven't got any money.” Sam does not answer. His eyes
are cold and hard.

That evening Jenny and Blue Sky go to the Indian village. “This is going to be
my last visit.” Jenny thinks. Blue Sky is sad, too. She does not want to lose
her friend. The two girls say nothing for twenty minutes. Then Blue Sky stops
her horse. She can see something in the river to their right. It is a small boy.
“Help!” he is shouting. “l can't swim. Help me! Please!”



“It's the Chief's son!” says Blue Sky. “What are we going to...” But before she
can say another word, Jenny gets off her horse.
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“I'm coming,” she shouts. Then she jumps into the cold river. “Help!” shouts
the boy. Jenny swims to him. His head is going under the water. She puts
one arm around him. “It's OK,” she says. “You're safe now.”

Half an hour later Jenny and Blue Sky arrive at the Indian village. The Chief
comes to meet them. “But... | don't understand,” he says to Blue Sky. “Why
is my son with you? And why are he and the English girl wet?!” Blue Sky tells
him the story. After that the Chief is very happy. He smiles at Jenny. “How
can | thank you?” he says. “Please... let me give you something. Anything”

At 9 o'clock Sam is putting some boots into a bag. “What's going to happen
tomorrow?” he thinks. Suddenly the door opens. It is Jenny. “Come with me,
Dad,” she says. “l want to show you something.” Sam looks at his daughter.
Her eyes are bright and she is smiling. “What are you talking about?” he
asks. “There isn't time for any questions,” says Jenny. “Come on.”

She takes her father to a hill. At the top she says, “Look! Can you see that
land over there?”

“Yes,” Sam answers. Then Jenny tells him about Silver Cloud's son. After she
finishes, Sam says, “You mean...

“Yes,” Jenny smiles at her father. “The Indians are giving us our own farm...
‘TINKERS FARM'. Oh Dad, isn't it wonderful? Now we can really start a new
life.



2. Grammar Page

Nouns and Adjectives:

Singular and plural nouns
Words ending in consonant + y: change y changes ies.

a baby — two babies.

a match — two matches; abox — two boxes; abrush — two brushes
a glass — two glasses; a bus — two buses

Words ending in ch, x, sh, ss, s: add es.

We add es to a few words ending in o:

a potato — two potatoes, a tomato — two tomatoes

Irregular plurals
a man - two men; awoman — two women; a child - two children

a person — two people; afoot — two feet; a tooth — two teeth




Exercise

Write the plurals

address addresses eye orange
mountain | mountains bag person
lorry box church
waitress school egg
secretary lunch apple
sandwich city day
child hotel boy
match watch glass
flower animal dish
vegetable fly beach
family bus dress
dictionary man foot




Answers

address
mountain
lorry
waitress
secretary
sandwich
child
match
flower
vegetable
family

dictionary

addresses
mountains
lorries
waitresses
secretaries
sandwiches
children
matches
[flowers
vegetables
families
dictionaries

eye
bag
box
school
lunch
city
hotel
watch
animal
fly
bus
man

eves
bags
boxes
schools
lunches
cities
hotels
watches
animals
flies
buses
men

orange
person
church

cgg
apple
day
boy
glass
dish
beach

oranges
people
churches
eggs
apples
days
boys
glasses
dishes
beaches




5. Picture Dictionary Page

lifeboat A special fast boat which res-

(eigw die) cues people in the sea. Sifa
e Akl TR H A areli ‘m!zm

m,m W lizard A small animal with four legs and
. ﬁ - (fowrd) a long tail. e
C( b lobster A small sea animal with a hard
M : (viwwex)  shell and five pairs of legs
: The front legs have sharp
_— 1 -3 ~ claws. U& YR $1 T
Ce. : v

lighthouse A tall tower with a big flash-
(@rie W) ing light. A lighthouse helps
ships to know where they

are in the dark. w79 T log A round piece of wood which has
(qrtesia &) («m) been cut from a tree. €31 i Fi<i

&

lollipop A large sweet on the end of a
(wicirg)  stick. Ueh Sah1d &1 =il <l (HaTs,

lion A large wild animal found in Africa
(@ig4) and other countries. ¥7; fag,

ﬁ 'L
luggage All the cases and bags you

litter bin A container in which to put (@frs)  take with you when you go
(Feex fam)  your rubbish. 2 FTFHZ 1 away, 4I4l T HHE.




