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Blue Moon Beach

By Sue Murray



Chapter One

Summer Days

I'm sitting and watching birds. I'm at Blue Moon Beach. | think it is the best beach
in the world. The water is warm and blue. The sand is very white. Blue Moon
Beach is my beach. I've lived here all my life. Other people come here for a week
or two. They swim at the beach. They come to see the fish too. There are many
fish in the water at Blue Moon Beach.

My name is Samuel Martin. At home | am called 'Sammy'. At school | am 'Sam". |
like the name Sam. | think I'm too old to be Sammy now. | am fifteen.

| live with my mother and father in our hotel - Blue Moon Hotel. When | was little |
loved all the rooms and the stairs. | loved the big kitchen and all the food. | liked
the people who came to stay. | played with lots of children who came with their
families.

What | like now are the animals and birds that live near our hotel. | like the sea
eagles best. | want to write a book about them one day. They are big, strong birds.
Sea eagles are the kings of all the birds. They fly over the water to look for food.

A Sea Eagle

When | was little there were lots of sea eagles at Blue Moon Beach. This year there
are only two sea eagles. Why? Because there are not many trees now. Sea eagles
need trees. Now there are lots of houses. It makes me angry. | don't want the birds
to leave Blue Moon Beach.

Today is the first day of summer - no school for five weeks! Five weeks to swim
and watch the sea eagles. I'm lying on the sand. I'm watching one sea eagle. It is on
the rocks at the end of the beach. | haven't seen the other sea eagle today.

Two men are walking along the beach. | don't think they are here to swim. They
are wearing dark clothes. They are wearing shoes and socks. People never wear
shoes and socks at Blue Moon Beach. The men stop near me. They look at the
rocks. They must be looking at the sea eagle. They talk quietly. Who are they? They



see me looking at them and then they walk away.

| go for a swim. | love swimming. There are a lot of people in the water today but
not many of them swim out in the deep water. | swim out a long way. There are a
lot of fish swimming below me. | lie in the water and look up. | see the sea eagle
flying above me. | love being out in the water at Blue Moon Beach.

The sun is high in the sky. It's time for lunch and I'm hungry. | swim back to the
beach and then | walk back to the hotel.

'Sammy,' Mum calls from her office. It is at the front of the hotel.
'Yes, Mum?' | say.
'Dad needs your help in the kitchen after lunch,' she says.

'"Today? But it's the first day of summer, Mum. | want to go swimming again this
afternoon. And the birds...'

‘I want to go swimming too,' says Mum. 'But we all have to work. We have a lot of
visitors.' She looks tired. She works very hard.

'Okay, Mum.'

Mum smiles at me. 'Thank you, Sammy,' she says.

'Sam, Mum, not Sammy. I'm not a little boy now. I'm fifteen.’
'Okay... Sam. Go and eat lunch. Then help your father.'

| go into the kitchen. Dad is cooking. | think he is the best cook in the world. He uses
lots of pots. I'll have to wash them after lunch.

'Hello, Sammy,' says Dad. 'It's time for lunch. Are you hungry?'
'Yes! And it smells very good.'

After lunch | help my father. We clean the kitchen. | wash the pots and Dad washes
the floor. | like to work with Dad. Some boys don't see their fathers very often. But
Dad and | are good friends.

'How are your birds today, Sammy?' Dad asks.

'The mother is there. | want to see if there are eggs in the nest. Sea eagles always
have two eggs.'

'‘Eggs?' Dad says. 'lt's a long time since I've seen a baby sea eagle.'
'Yes,' | say.

We have nearly finished cleaning the kitchen. 'Can | go now, Dad?' | ask.

'‘Okay, Sammy.'

'‘Dad - my name is Sam, not Sammy.'



| often say this to Mum and Dad. They forget.
'‘Okay, Sam. Go on - look at your beautiful birds.'
‘Thank you, Dad.'

| walk through the hotel. | open the front door quietly but Mum hears me.

'Sammy? Come here, please,' she calls from the office.

Shall I run? It is a beautiful, warm day. | don't want to do any more work today. |
run.

Mum comes out of the office. 'Stop, Sammy!' she calls.

| stop. | walk back to the office.

'Dad and | have nearly finished cleaning the kitchen, Mum,' | say.
'I need to talk to you now,' Mum says.

'But Mum, | want to see the sea eagles.’

'Sam,' says Mum. 'Please.'

So I sit and listen.

'A boy is coming here today with his mother. His name is Tim Bailey. | want you to
show him the village. Take him to the beach.'

'‘But Mum, | want to watch the sea eagles. The mother has been in the nest all day.
They'll have baby sea eagles in the nest soon.'

'Sam, please listen. Tim's mother, Mary, was my best friend at school. They live in
the city now. Tim's father died after being sick for a long time. Mary is very sad.
Tim is sad too. | asked them to come here. The sea air will be good for them. Tim
needs a friend. | told his mother you will be Tim's friend."

Mum looks at me. | look at the floor. | don't want to be friends with Tim. | don't
want Mum telling me who to be friends with. | want to swim and watch the sea
eagles.

'Mum - do | have to?'
'Yes, you do.'

'All right, Mum,' | say.






Chapter Two

Tim Can't Swim

'This is my son, Sammy,' says Mum to Tim and his mother. 'Hello, Sammy,' says
Tim's mother. Tim doesn't speak.

Tim is tall and thin. He has black hair and he is very white. Maybe he never goes
out in the sun. His clothes are new. My clothes are old. There are holes in my T-
shirt. Mum wants to buy me new T-shirts. But | like my old clothes.

| look at Tim and he looks at me. We don't smile.
'You boys can go and play now,' says my mother.
'Mum!' | say quietly. 'l don't play. I'm fifteen.'
'Take Tim to the beach, Sammy,' says Mum.
‘Come on, Tim,' | say.

'Wear a hat, Tim,' says his mother. 'And wear your T-shirt all the time. Stay in the
shallow water. Be back in an hour.'

Tim says, 'Mum, stop it.' He looks at me and says, 'Come on.' He doesn't wait for
me. He walks away.

His mother calls, 'Tim, you forgot your hat!'
| take the hat from her and | follow Tim to the beach.

| stand on the sand and look for Tim. For a minute | can't see him. But then | see
him at the other end of the beach. | walk along the beach and give him his hat.

'You don't have to stay with me,' Tim says. 'You don't want to, do you?’
Our mothers are friends. We're not friends. What can | say?

'Just go away,' Tim says. He sits on the sand and looks out to sea.
'Okay, I will,' I say.

| go to the rocks. I sit quietly and watch the mother sea eagle. She has not left the
nest all day. | watched the eagles making the nest. It took a long time. They
worked hard. They flew away and returned with sticks again and again. They
brought back lots of leaves too. Now one sea eagle is always sitting in the nest.

| look down at the beach. | can't see Tim. Maybe he went back to the hotel.

The men are on the beach again. The bigger man is talking into a mobile phone. The
other one is looking out to sea and up into the sky. What is he looking for? The men
are walking towards me. The bigger man puts his mobile phone away. He looks at



me then talks to the other man. They both look at me then walk away. Who are
they?

| see the second sea eagle flying over the beach. He flies over the sand, then over
the water. He flies in circles, looking for food. Suddenly he drops down into the
water. He flies up again, carrying a large fish. He will take the fish to the nest. The
mother sea eagle must be very hungry.

Just as the bird flies near me, a boy climbs up the rocks next to the nest. It is Tim. It
is hard to climb those rocks. They are big and there aren't many places to put your
hands and feet. Tim doesn't see me. He walks towards the sea eagles' nest.

Oh, no! Both the sea eagles are flying away. Tim has scared them. When people go
near a nest, the birds fly off. And the eggs - the eggs will get cold!

'‘Get away!' | scream at Tim.

| jump up and run towards him. I'm very angry. | want to hit him. Tim sees me. Now
he looks scared. The sea eagles are flying in circles above us.

'Get away,' | scream again.

Tim doesn't want to come near me. He tries to climb down the rocks to get away
from me. He's going very fast.

Suddenly he falls off the rocks. | hear him hit the water.

He'll be okay, I think. I'll wait for him to swim back to the beach. City boys should
stay in the city.

| start walking back to the beach. Then | hear Tim screaming from the water, 'Help!
Help! I can't swim.'

Suddenly I'm very scared.



Chapter Three

Out at Night

'Help!' calls Tim again.

| run over the rocks and jump into the deep water. There are no other
people near us. | swim out to Tim. We are both very scared.

‘It's okay,' | say to him. 'I'll help you. Hold onto me.'

Tim holds onto me. We both go under the water. Then | swim and | pull Tim
up. We both get our heads above the water.

‘Lie back in the water, Tim,' | say. 'l
can't.’

'Yes, you can. Just try. I'll hold you,' | say.

| hold onto his arm. He lies back in the water. | start swimming. | have to
swim for a long time. | talk to Tim as | swim. 'lt’s okay, Tim. We're nearly
there.'

When we get to the shallow water, Tim and | just sit in the water. Then we
get out and we both lie down on the warm sand. | am very tired.

'Thanks,' says Tim. 'l was very scared.''l was too,' | say.

'Why did you scream at me on the rocks?' asks Tim.

'‘Because you were near the sea eagles' nest,' | say. 'They are scared of us.'
'Oh,' says Tim. 'l don't know much about birds.’

'Look - there. Do you see them? Both the sea eagles are flying over the
water. One of them needs to go back to the nest to sit on the eggs. I'm
worried about the eggs. They must stay warm.'

'I'm sorry,' says Tim. He watches the sea eagles. 'They are beautiful.'

'I think so too,' | say. | look at my watch. 'Come on. We must hurry. We're
late.'

We walk quickly back to the hotel. I'm worried. What will Tim say to his
mother? My mother will be very angry if she knows what | did.

Tim's mother comes running from the hotel.

'Tim, where have you been? You're late! And you're all wet! You didn't go in
the water, did you? Oh, Tim!' She is very angry with him.



Tim looks at me. Then he looks at his mother.

'Sorry, Mum,' he says. 'l tried to swim. | couldn't do it. The water was very
deep. Sam saved me.'

'Tim - how could you?' His mother is going to cry.
'l won't do it again, Mum. Sorry.'

She looks at me. 'Thank you so much, Sammy. You are a good friend. Thank
you for saving Tim.'

| don't know what to say. My mother comes out of the hotel. Tim's mother
calls to her, 'Sammy saved Tim. Tim can't swim. Your son is a hero!'

| don't think I'm a hero. | feel bad. Tim didn't try to swim. | screamed at him
and he fell into the water. We both know it. | look at Tim and he looks at
me. He smiles and | smile back.

'My hero!' says Mum. 'Come in and put on some dry clothes, both of you.
Then I'll make you some hot chocolate.'

| love hot chocolate. Mum makes the best hot chocolate in the world. |
drink it very slowly. Tim does too. We're sitting in the kitchen. Mum is back
in her office.

Dad comes in. 'l hear my son is a hero,' he says. 'Well done, Sammy.'
'Thanks, Dad - but..."
| feel bad. Everyone thinks I'm a hero.

'Sam swims very well, Mr. Martin,' says Tim quickly. 'And he's going to help
me learn about sea eagles.'

'You and your sea eagles, Sammy,' says Dad. He smiles at Tim. 'Sammy is
always talking about those birds.'

‘Do you want some hot chocolate, Dad?' | ask him. 'There is some in the pot.
'No thanks, Sammy. | think I'll have some coffee.'

'Good,' | say. 'More hot chocolate for you and me, Tim!' 'Yes, please,' says
Tim. 'l'd love some more.'

After dinner, Tim and | sit outside. It is a warm night but it is very dark.
There is no moon. Our mothers are sitting inside, talking and talking. Dad is
in the kitchen, cooking. He cooks all the meals for the people who stay at
Blue Moon Hotel. He loves cooking but it is a big job.



'It's good to be out here,' says Tim. 'It's quiet. My mother talks and talks.
She asked you a lot of questions about this afternoon.

I'm sorry about that. But she worries about me.'
‘That's okay,' | say.

'After Dad died...' Tim stops, then he says, 'lt's just Mum and me now. She
only has me.'

What can | say? | don't speak for a minute. Then | say, 'I'm worried about
the sea eagles. They need to keep the eggs warm all the time. | want to
know one of them is back on the nest. I'm going to have a look. | like to go
for a walk at night. If you're quiet, you see a lot of birds and animals who
come out at night. Do you want to come with me?"

‘Now?' asks Tim.

'Yes,' | say.

'‘No, thanks. Mum says | can't go out at night.'

| think for a minute. 'When does she go to bed?' | ask.
‘Early. She always goes to bed early.'

'‘Okay. We'll go out after your mother goes to bed.’

Tim thinks for a minute. 'Okay. I'll come. Mum won't know."

Later, Tim and | walk very quietly down the stairs and out of the hotel. My
parents are watching television. Tim's mother is in her room. We walk
down to the beach. We go along a road towards the rocks. It is very dark.

'People never come here at night,' | say to Tim.

'Don't they?' he says. 'Then what is that truck doing there?'
'What truck?' I ask.

‘Look - over there.'

There is a truck. It isn't easy to see. It is under some trees. Tim and | walk
over to the truck. The back doors of the truck are open so we look inside.
There are a lot of boxes, bags, nets and ropes in the truck.

'‘Oh, no,' | say.
'What's wrong?' Tim asks me.

'We must be careful, Tim,' | say quietly. 'l think bird smugglers use these



things.'
'How do you know that?' asks Tim.

'I saw something about it on television. Look - there are air holes in the
boxes.'

'Why are there bird smugglers here?' asks Tim.

'The sea eagles!' | say. 'Bird smugglers take sea eagles and other birds. Then
they sell the birds for a lot of money in other countries. They put these nets
and ropes near birds' nests. Then they scare the birds. The birds fly into the
nets. The bird smugglers take the birds out of the nets and put them in
these boxes.'

| open one of the bags. It has some bird food in it. Another bag has some
fish in it. Sea eagles love fish.

'You're right, Sam,' says Tim. 'What do we do now?"

'We need to stop the bird smugglers,' | say to Tim. 'And quickly.'



2. Pronouns 4

Interrogative Pronouns:

Who: Who is he talking to? Who are those people?

Whom: Whom are you playing with? Whom is he talking to?
Which: Which of these bags is yours? Which do you prefer?
Whose: Whose is this umbrella? Whose are these gloves?
What: What is your dog’s name? What are you talking about?
What is the time?

Exercise

Write the correct interrogative pronouns in the blanks to complete the
sentences:

is the matter with you?

invented the computer?

of the twins is older?

do you wish to speak to?

is this car in front of our house?
knows the answer?

came first, the chicken or the egg?

would you like to drink?

W 0 N o U A W N E

of them do you think will win the race?
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is the word for a stamp collector?



Answers

Write the correct interrogative pronouns in the blanks to complete the
sentences:

. What is the matter with you?

. Who invented the computer?

. Which of the twins is older?

. Whom do you wish to speak to?

. Whose is this car in front of our house?

. Who knows the answer?

. What came first, the chicken or the egg?

. What would you like to drink?

O 00 N O U B~ W N -

. Which of them do you think will win the race?

10. What is the word for a stamp collector?



3. Dialogues

A New House:
A: | really like this house.

B: Can we afford it?

A: They want 20 percent down.

B: That's a lot of money.

A: But the house is so nice!

B: It's in a great neighborhood.

A: It's close to the beach.

B: It's close to the freeways.

A: It's got a big yard.

B: The kids love the house, too.

A: If we don't buy it, someone else will!
B

: You're right. Let's buy it now. We can worry later!
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4. Picture Dictionary Page

horn  Pointed bones which grow on the
‘#1411 heads of some animals. H,

hospital A place you go to when you
(wfwes) are ill. Hewdie; MMiwedicid,

horn A musical instrument like a big
(#4) trumpet. You blow a horn to make

a sound. ¥Ig; qT@l,

house A puilding where people live. 77
(W9W)  TE; HEH.

horse A friendly animal, You can ride on
(¥r7i) @ horse. ©iSi; %9

=R <
b--u-=-;.~:
horseshoe A piece of metal which is
(& 7)) fixed to the bottom of a hut A small building made from wood.
horse's hoof. *Mief, (vz) HTET; B
<

hose A long narrow pipe made of rub-
(#rm) ber or plastic. Water goes through

a hose. T@Y; Wwillicsn sedl HiZ hyena A fierce animal which looks a bit
TS F A I GE F R E R (eig#) like a wolf, Ehgw i,
St TH T YE M & F A0



