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Chapter Five 
Croquet with the Queen of Hearts 

Alice stood up, and she walked away from the table. “That was a very strange 

tea-party,” she thought. “I will not go there again.' Alice walked to some trees, 

and she saw a little door in one of them. “That’s strange,” she thought, but she 

walked through the little door. 

Alice was in the long hall again, and she was near the glass table. She saw the 

little key on the table. "I will get the key first, and then I will eat some 

mushroom to get smaller,” she thought. 

Alice did this. Then she opened the little door with the key, and she walked 

into the beautiful garden. She was very happy! 

Alice saw a tall tree with beautiful white flowers on it. But three gardeners 

were there with red paint. “They are painting the flowers red,” Alice thought. 

Then she looked at the gardeners. “They are strange gardeners,” she thought. 

"They are playing cards!” 

 

 

“Why are you painting the flowers?" Alice asked. Five and Seven said nothing, 

but they looked at Two. Then Two said quietly, "We grew white flowers, but 

the Queen wants red ones.” He looked frightened. 

Suddenly, Five shouted, "The Queen is coming!” The three gardeners quickly 

jumped to the ground, and they lay with their faces in the grass. 

 



Alice looked for the Queen, but first came lots of other playing cards, animals 

and people. They all walked past her, and then Alice saw the King and Queen 

of Hearts. The Jack of Hearts was behind them. The Queen stopped in front of 

Alice. “Who is this?” she said to the Jack, but the Jack only smiled and said 

nothing. Then she looked at Alice. “What’s your name, child?” she asked 

angrily. 

Alice spoke very nicely. “My name is Alice,” she said. 

"And who are these?” asked the Queen, and she pointed to the gardeners in 

the grass. 

 

 

“I don't know!" Alice said loudly, but this made the Queen more angry. Her 

face turned red, and she shouted, “Stand up!" to the gardeners. They jumped 

up quickly. 

The poor gardeners stood in front of the Queen with their heads down. “We 

are very sorry, Queen," they said. The Queen looked at them, and she shouted, 

“Cut off their heads!" Then she turned to Alice and said, “Can you play 

croquet?" 

“Yes!" said Alice. 

 

 



"Come with me," the Queen said, and Alice ran after her. There were people 

everywhere, and Alice saw the White Rabbit. Then they arrived at the croquet 

ground. But this was not a normal croquet ground. The balls were hedgehogs, 

and the players used flamingos to hit the balls! 

It was very difficult for Alice to play. Her flamingo moved its head and its legs, 

and she could not hit the ball. Alice’s flamingo looked at her, and Alice 

laughed. 

 

The croquet players all played, and they did not wait for anyone. The Queen 

got angrier and angrier, and she shouted, "Cut off their heads!" Alice started to 

feel a little frightened, but then she saw a friendly face in the sky. It was the 

Cheshire Cat! 

Alice put her flamingo on the ground. "I don’t like this game," she said to the 

Cheshire Cat. "Do you like the Queen?" the Cheshire Cat asked. 

“No, I don't," Alice answered. "She is always angry." But then she saw the King 

and Queen, and they were close to her. “The Queen is very good at croquet,” 

she said loudly. The Queen smiled, and she walked past. The King looked at the 

Cheshire Cat. 



 

 

"Who are you talking to?” he asked Alice. 

“This is my friend the Cheshire Cat,” Alice told the King. 

But the King did not like the Cheshire Cat, and he shouted to the other playing 

cards, "Cut off its head!” “That is the Duchess's Cat,” Alice said to the King. 

The Queen heard Alice, and she said to one of the playing cards, "I locked the 

Duchess in a room because she was late. My men are going to cut off her head. 

Go and find her, and bring her here.” 

The playing card arrived at the croquet ground with the Duchess. But now the 

Cheshire Cat, the King and the Queen were not there. The Duchess saw Alice, 

and she smiled. I’m very happy to see you,” she said, and she put a hand on 

Alice's back. Alice and the Duchess walked together, and they talked. 

 



 

But then the Queen came, and she was angry. "Go home, or I will cut off your 

head,” she said to the Duchess. Then she said to Alice, "We must finish the 

game!” 

The poor Duchess quickly ran home. Alice did not say anything, but she was 

frightened. She ran after the Queen, and they played croquet again. 

After the game, Alice was tired, and she sat under a tree. Suddenly, lots of 

animals ran past Alice. "It’s starting! It’s starting! Come on!” they shouted. 

"Why are you running?” Alice asked. "What is starting?” But nobody answered 

her. "What is happening?” Alice thought, and she ran after the animals. 

  



Chapter Six 
Who stole the Queen’s tarts? 

Alice and the animals came to a court. They went inside. The King and Queen 

of Hearts were there, and they sat on special chairs. There were lots of playing 

cards, people, animals and birds there too. There was also lots of noise 

because everyone spoke at the same time. 

The Jack of Hearts was on the ground in front of the King and Queen. His hands 

were behind his back. There was a table near the Jack, and on the table there 

was a plate of tarts. The tarts looked very good, and Alice wanted to eat one. 

Alice saw Bill the lizard. He was in a special box with eleven other animals, and 

he had a piece of paper and a pencil in front of him. He was a juror. 

Alice saw the White Rabbit too. He was near the King and Queen. “He is 

wearing special clothes,” she thought. "He looks very important.” 

 

 

 

The White Rabbit stood up and shouted, "Be quiet in court!” And everyone 

stopped talking. Then he took a piece of paper from his coat, and he read: 

 



"The Queen of Hearts made some tarts,  

On a summer day. 

The Jack of Hearts stole the tarts,  

And he took them all away." 

 

"What do you think? Did the Jack steal the tarts?” the King said to Bill and the 

other jurors. 

“No, no, don't ask that question now,” the White Rabbit said quickly. “First, the 

Mad Hatter must speak to us." 

The Hatter walked to the King and Queen. He had a cup of tea in one hand and 

a piece of bread in the other hand. “Sorry," he said. “I didn’t have time to finish 

my tea." The March Hare and the Dormouse were behind the Hatter, and he 

looked at the March Hare. 

 

 



 

"It was the fourteenth of March, I think,” the Hatter said.  

"It was the fifteenth,” the March Hare said. 

"No, it was the sixteenth," said the Dormouse. 

"Write all this on your pieces of paper,” the King told the jurors. Then he said 

to the Hatter, “Put your hat on the table!”  

"It isn’t my hat,” the Hatter told the King. 

"You stole it!" the King shouted, and Bill and the other jurors started writing. 

"No, no,” the Hatter said. "But I’m a poor man, and, last week, the March Hare 

said -’’ 

"I didn’t!” shouted the March Hare. 

"Oh dear," the Hatter went on. “I’m a poor man, and…” 

"You’re not a good speaker,” the King said angrily. "You can sit down now.” 

The Hatter looked at the King and Queen, and then he ran out of the court. 

 

 

 

 



The White Rabbit stood up, and he looked at his piece of paper. "Next, the 

Duchess’s Cook must speak to us,j” he said loudly. 

The Cook walked to the King and Queen. She had a spoon in her hand. "What is 

in these tarts?" the King asked the Cook, and he pointed to the tarts. 

“Sugar,” said the Dormouse from behind the Cook.  

“Cut off its head!" the Queen shouted angrily. 

Then everyone tried to catch the poor Dormouse. He ran under a chair, but a 

playing card caught him. Then he had to leave the court. 

The King and Queen turned to the Cook, but the Cook was not there. 

“Oh dear!” the King said, and he looked at the White Rabbit. “Who is speaking 

next?" he asked.  

The White Rabbit looked at his piece of paper, and he said, “Next, Alice must 

speak to us." 

Alice was very surprised to hear her name, but she quickly walked to the King 

and Queen. Alice looked at the other animals. She was much bigger than them. 

"I am growing,” she thought. 

“What do you know about the tarts?" the King asked Alice.  

“I don't know anything,” Alice said, and this was true. 

“You know nothing about the tarts. Is that right?" the King went on. 

“I know nothing,” Alice answered. 

“That's very important," the King said, and he looked at Bill and the eleven 

other jurors. They started writing on their pieces of paper. 

But then the White Rabbit said, “The King means it is not important.” Alice 

looked at Bill and the other jurors. Some had "important" on their pieces of 

paper and some had "not important”. "Oh dear,” she thought. 

 



 

 

The King had a piece of paper in his hands, and he read from it: "Very tall 

people must leave the court,” he said. Everyone looked at Alice, and they 

started talking. 

“I’m not very tall,” Alice said to the King. 

“Yes, you are,” said the Queen. “You’re very, very tall.” 

“I will not leave this court,” Alice said loudly. But this made the Queen angry.  

“Cut off her head," she shouted. Everyone stopped talking, but nobody moved. 



 

 

“They aren't listening to you,” Alice said to the Queen. “You are only a playing 

card!"  

But now the Queen’s face was red, and she was very angry. 

"Cut off her head,” she shouted again, very loudly. Then all the playing cards in 

the court jumped up at Alice. She put her hand over her face, and she closed 

her eyes. 



 

Alice opened her eyes, and she saw a tree above her. Some flowers from the 

tree came down on to her face. She was on her back, and her sister was next to 

her. They were at the river. "The playing cards are not real,” Alice thought. 

"I had a very strange dream,” Alice said to her sister, and she told her about 

the dream. She told her about the White Rabbit, the King and Queen of Hearts, 

the Mad Hatter and the March Hare. She told her about eating a mushroom 

and growing big and then small. She told her about the Duchess and the 

Cheshire Cat, and the funny game of croquet. 

Alice’s sister laughed, and she said, "That was a strange dream, Alice! Now let’s 

go home for tea.”  

Alice smiled, and she took her sister’s hand. The two girls walked home 

together happily. 

The End. 

  



2. Vocabulary 
 

Bored (adj.): You are not happy because you are doing nothing, or because you 

are doing something but you do not like it. You are bored. 

Court (n.): In court Jurors decide about a person because maybe they stole 

something or did a bad thing, and maybe they will go to prison (= a person 

cannot leave a prison). 

Croquet (n.): Croquet is a game. You play it on grass. You hit balls (the balls are 

different colours) with long, heavy things and the balls go through round things 

in the grass. 

Cut off (phr. v.): To cut through a part of something. Then that part is not there 

anymore. 

Dream (n.): a picture or idea in your head when you are sleeping 

Drop (V.): You are holding something. It moves to the ground. You dropped it. 

Fit (v.): A person or thing is not too big and then they can go through or inside 

a thing. They can fit through or in it. A thing is not too small or not too big for 

you. It fits you. 

Jack (n.): a playing card. It has a picture of a young man on it. A jack comes 

between a ten and a queen. 

Jump (v.): to push your body above the ground with your legs and feet 

Juror (n.): Jurors are a group of people in court. They decide together about a 

person because maybe the person stole something or did a bad thing, and 

maybe they will go to prison (= a person cannot leave a prison). 

Locked (adj.); lock (v.): Someone closes a door with a key because they do not 

want people to open it. The door is locked. A person is in a room and you close 

the door with a key because you do not want the person to leave it. You lock 

the person in the room. 

Offer (v.): You offer something to a person. You say, “Do you want this?" 

Oh dear (exclaim.): You say Oh dear when you are not happy about something. 

Piece (n.): a part of something 

Poison (n.): You eat or drink poison and then you can die. 



Poor (adj.): 

1) You say poor before a person or animal’s name. You feel sad for them. 

2) A poor person does not have much money. 

Rabbit-hole (n.): A rabbit lives in a rabbit-hole. It is a place in the ground. 

Real (adj.): 

1) A person gets a name when they are a baby. This is their real name. 

2) Real things or people are there, and you can see them. 

Steal (V.): past tense: stole  

You take something from a person. It is not yours. You steal it. 

Stone (n.): a small piece of rock (= rock is on or in the ground. It does not move 

under your finger.)  

Suddenly (adv.): Something happens quickly and you are surprised. It happens 

suddenly. 

Surprised (adj.); surprise (n.) Something happens and you did not know about 

it. You are surprised. You say something because you are 

Surprised: You say it in surprise. 

Tart (n.): a sweet food. It often has fruit in it or open pie with fruit in it.  

Time for (phr.): It is the right part of the day to do a thing. It is time for this 

thing. 

  



3. The Present Perfect Tense 
Use the present perfect tense to talk about happenings in the past that explain 

or affect the present. The verbs have and has are used as “helping” or auxiliary 

verbs to form the present perfect tense. Sam has scored two goals. 

1. I’ve just finished my shower. 

2. Uncle Banta has lost his wallet. 

3. Joga has gone out. 

4. The Leena has moved to London. 

5. It has not rained for months. 

6. Have you found your keys yet? 

7. Tim has made two spelling mistakes. 

8. They have opened a new shop. 

9. Dad has lost his car key. 

10. All the guests have arrived. 

11. Tony has scored a goal.  

12. Peter has slept in the tent several times. 

 

  



4. Picture Dictionary Page 

 

 


