Learn English Through Stories

A Series

A2
Adapted and modified by

Kulwant Singh Sandhu

https://learn-by-reading.co.uk



Contents

1. Robinson Crusoe.
Chapters: 9, 10, 11 and 12.

2. Story of Nouns 6.

Dialogues.

4. Picture Dictionary Page.

w



Chapter 9 — Tent

| see many birds on the way back from the hill. But | don’t know their names. |
don’t know if | can eat them. | kill one bird. But the meat isn’t good. | go back to
the raft.

The next day, | want to go back to the ship. | want to take all important things
to the island. The next storm can destroy the ship completely.

| make a small tent near the beach.
| bring the things which can be destroyed by rain to the tent. The night comes.

| lie on the ground. | put two guns near my left shoulder. | also put two
guns near my right shoulder. Now, | feel safe.

| am tired. | sleep very soon.

| swim back to the ship the next day. | make a second raft. | put many things on
the raft. | am very happy when | find seven new guns and some beds. | take all
these things to the beach.

| go to the ship every day. | bring back many good things. For example, | find a lot
of candles. | need candles on the island. I also find two big boxes of tea. | make a
lot of visits to the ship.

One day, | discover a box which is closed. Under the box, | find a key. When | open
the box, | see some money from Europe and Brazil. Money is not important on the
island. But | take the money with me.



| also find cards with pictures. They are pictures of the king and the
gueen. | can play some games. | can have some fun with the cards.

The next day, big dark clouds are in the sky. They are bigger and bigger. The wind
is stronger and stronger. | visit the ship. But | don’t make a raft because a storm is
near. Rafts can break easily in a storm. | swim back to the beach. The wind is
really strong at night. But | am safe inside my little tent.

The ship is gone the next morning. | know that | can stay on the island very long. |
want to make a nice place where | can live. | also need to be safe.

| can look for a cave. Or | can make a bigger tent. Maybe, | can do both. | need a
place which is near fresh water. The place must be in shadow. It must be easy to
protect the place. | also need a view of the sea. | want to see ships.

| find a nice place next to a big hill. | put my tent there. The hill protects me from
one side. | build a fence on all the other sides.

The fence has no door. | use a ladder when | go over the fence. | take all my things
inside. | have more plans in my head.

| make two tents. One tent is big. The second tent is small. The smaller tent is
inside the bigger tent. The bigger tent protects the gunpowder and the food from
rains. | live in the smaller tent.



Chapter 10 — Calendar

When the tents are finished, | start to make a cave at the bottom of the hill. | want
to use the cave for food. | bring stones and earth from the cave to the fence. | make
a terrace on the inside of the fence.

| still work on the cave when a storm comes one day. | see lightning during the
storm. | think that the lightning can hit my boxes with gunpowder. The explosion
can destroy everything. The explosion can also kill me. | am scared. | need to
make a change.

After the storm, | open the boxes with the gunpowder. | put the gunpowder in
smaller boxes and bags. | hide the boxes and bags in the rocks. | have a lot of
gunpowder, so this takes three days.

| also hunt every day. It is a break from the hard work. And | also need some meat.

When | hunt, | also start to know the island more. | discover some goats. | hunt
them. Now, | have enough meat.

| am sad sometimes. | think about my wife. | miss her very much. | think about
my friends in Brazil. | think about my parents.

| know that travelling by sea can change your life completely. Travelling can be
great. But travelling can be horrible too. | know that my friends from the ship are
dead. | know that | am the only person alive. | am lucky. | am also lucky because |
have all the things like food, guns and clothes. | can’t survive without these

things.

| decide to make a big cross. | put the cross on the beach.

| write on the cross the date of my first day on the island. | want to keep information
about time. The cross is my calendar. | make a small cut in the cross every day.

Every Sunday, the cut is longer. This cut shows the end of the week. The last day of
every month is also a long cut.

One day, | think about my situation. | have negative thoughts. This is not good. |
want to change my negative thoughts. | decide to write all good and bad things.



First, | write what is bad.

| am alone on this island. | have nobody for a conversation. | have only a small
chance that | can see England again.

But | am alive. | am safe. | have my freedom. | have enough food. This is all positive.

| don’t have good clothes, but | don’t need a lot of clothes on this island. | have
my dog. He understands some words. He understands when | say, “Sit down.
Come here. Bring it. Don’t jump. Don’t do it.”

| see that my situation is not perfect. But | have also some good things in my life.

| need to concentrate on positive things only. | continue to make my place better
and better. | make the cave bigger. | have space for many things in the cave. | am
happy because my life is now well organized.



Chapter 11 — Book

| need to make some furniture. | need a chair and a table. | use the wood from my
rafts and the ship. It takes five days to make them. Then, | make more furniture
for the cave. | put my clothes and guns in the cave too.

| am very happy when my work is finished. The cave is comfortable now.
Everything is well organized. | can easily find what | need.

| decide to write a book about my life on the island. | describe my days in the
book. | start with my first day on the island. | write everything what | remember.

| also write what | think. It is good when | write my thoughts on paper.

When | start, | write one page every day. But when | get to the present, | write
only one page every week. | write only important things.

After some time on the island my life is well organized. But my life is never
boring. | have always some work.

Every morning, | walk around the island. Then | work. | have lunch at noon. Then |
sleep, but not very long. Then | continue with my work. | relax or | write my book
in the evening.

| make my cave bigger and bigger. | want to have a big cave. The cave is my
kitchen, living room and sometimes a bedroom.

When the cave is finished, a lot of earth falls from one side. | am not in
the cave when it happens. If a lot of earth falls on me, | can die.

| clean the cave. Then | decide to put long boards on the sides and also on the top. |
don’t want to have this accident again. This work takes one week.

In December, | continue with my work in my small camp. The weather isn’t very
good. It rains all days. But it is still warm. So | work inside. It is never cold on the
island. It is good for me. At the end of December, | kill a goat. | also hurt another
goat. Her leg is broken. The goat can’t walk. | take the goat home. | help the goat.



After two weeks, the goat is not scared. The goat eats from my hand.

In January, | travel through the island. | find more goats in the centre of the
island. The animals are very shy. It is difficult to get close to them.

| want to domesticate some goats. | only need a good opportunity for it. |
have a plan. The next day, | return with my dog. | think that my dog can
help me hunt.

| tell my dog, “Sit down. Wait. Don’t move.”



Chapter 12 — Corn

When the goats are between me and my dog, | hide behind a tree. Then | shout
at my dog, “Come here.”

My dog runs to me and the goats too. | wait in my position behind the tree. When
one goat runs close to me, | jump and | catch her leg. | hold her right leg. But then
the goat kicks me with her left leg. She kicks me in my nose. It is a horrible pain. |
can’t hold the goat and the goat runs away.

We are not successful. This is not the best method how to catch a goat.
We have to find a better method.

| tell my dog, “Let’s go home. | need to relax.”

| work on my fence from January to March. It takes me a long time because | want
to make the fence very strong. During this time, | find big birds on the island. Their
homes aren’t in the trees. They live in holes which are between rocks. It is easy to
catch them. Their meat is great. | can also cook and eat their eggs.

When | work on my fence, | find a small bag. | remember corn in the bag. But now
| see only some leaves in the bag. | take the bag outside my camp. | empty the
bag because | need the bag for gunpowder. This happens before the rains.

A month later, | find some green leaves in that place. It is young corn.

| am so happy. The corn grows near my home. It is fantastic. | can bake bread in
the future. Something happens in March. | am inside my cave when pieces of
earth fall from the top of the cave.

| am scared. My work on the cave can be lost. | run outside the cave. | see that
the ground starts to shake. It is an earthquake.



| am shocked and scared. Some big stones fall from the hill. But | am lucky. They
don’t hit my tent.

The earthquake is finished soon. But | don’t want to go inside the cave. | am scared.
| sit on the ground before my tent.

| think, “Maybe, it is dangerous to sleep in the cave. It is dangerous if another
earthquake comes.”

But | don’t want to sleep in the tent. So | decide to make a house.

| start to build the house in April. It takes three months to build the house. But |
am happy with my new home.

I am ill in the last week of July. | have a temperature. | can’t get out of the bed. | am
very weak. | can do nothing in this state.

| have crazy dreams. The dreams are not very logical. But for me they are real when
| have them.



2. Story of Nouns 6

Singular and plural

If a noun ends in -0, you just add -s to form the plural.

She saw a rhino in the jungle. He saw two rhinos in the jungle.
Singular — Plural: a hippo — hippos; a video — videos; a zoo — z0o0s.
But with some nouns that end in -0, you add -es to form the plural.

Singular — Plural: a tomato — tomatoes; a potato — potatoes; a hero —

heroes.

With some nouns that end in -0, you can add either -s or -es to form the

plural.

He saw a flamingo near the pond. She saw five flamingos (or add es) near

the pond.
Singular — Plural: a mango — mangoes or mangos;
a mosquito — mosquitoes or mosquitos; a zero — zeroes or zeros;

a buffalo — buffaloes or buffalos.



3. Dialogues

Complimenting Someone's Clothes - 1

A:

B:

A:

You look really nice today.
Thank you. | just got this outfit the other day.

Really, where did you get it?

: | got it from Macy's.

. It's really nice.

: Thanks again. You look nice today, too.

: Thank you. | just got these shoes today.

: Really? What kind of shoes are they?

: These are called All Star Chuck Taylors.

: | really like those. How much did they cost?
: They were about forty dollars.

: | think I'm going to go buy myself a pair.



Complimenting Someone's Clothes - 2
A: | absolutely love what you're wearing today.
B: You do? | just bought this outfit a couple days ago.

A: Seriously, it looks really nice on you. Where did you buy it from?

o

: | bought it from the Macy's at the Santa Anita mall.

A: | really like that ouffit.

B: Thanks. | think you look nice today, too.

A: Thank you. | just bought these new shoes earlier today.
B: Those are nice. What are they?

A: These are some Chucks.

B: Those are great. How much were they?

A: | got them for forty.

B: I think | might go and find me my own pair of Chucks.



4. Picture Dictionary Page
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fence A kind of wall usually made of
(¥=1) wood. @l2l; ¥,
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fern A green plant which has feather-
(wd) like leaves. <l WEH w4l dieil
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face The front part of your head. 771,
(%) a; g

ferret A little animal qsed to catch rab-
(wfRe) bits. T faiciid ST BT S,

fan(%7) A machme which blows hot and
~ cold air, @1

forry A beat which carries people and
(%) cars across water. F1%1; A1; Tl

5¢ field A piece of land with things grow-
farmer A person who looks after a farm. ($res) ingin it B/, T,
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‘@/S@ fingers The five things on the end of

feather A lot of fine threads. Birds have : _
(%ew)  feathers. 7@ (@)  your hand. B19 T ! -y




