Learn English Through
Stories

C Series

Cl4
Adopted and modified by
Kulwant Singh Sandhu

https://learn-by-reading.co.uk



Contents

1. The Crab and the Stork.

2. The Sick Lion.

3. Reeta Completes Her Homework.
4. Picture Dictionary Page.



1. The Crab and the Stork
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In a green forest at the bottom of a mountain, was a beautiful pond. This pond
was home to many fishes, frogs, and crabs living together peacefully.

What is a crab?

A crab is a sea creature with five pairs of legs.

What is a stork?

A stork is a large bird with long legs, a long neck, and a long beak that walks in
water to find its food.
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Among them lived an exceptionally smart stork that ruled both the air and the
water. This stork had all that he wanted. He fed on the creatures of the pond
and flew high up in the skies above. In keeping with the laws of nature, this
was the perfect way of life. Every creature in this pond was well-fed, and
everyone lived in harmony. However, this delicate balance could not be
maintained for long. As the years went by, age caught up to the magnificent
stork, and this bird of the skies and the water wasn’t as agile as he used to be.

The feathers from the stork’s wings began to fall out; his bones showed signs
of ageing. The pain and weakness made it difficult for this once-strong stork to
hunt and fill his belly. Meals soon became harder to come by. The creatures of
the pond easily escaped his once-powerful grip; his beak often failed to hold
on to the quick crabs, frogs, and fishes that he did manage to catch. Many
times, the stork stayed hungry, and he got weaker by the day.



Going hungry every day wasn’t right for the stork. This helpless stork was
facing almost certain death. Very soon, he realized that he needed to come up
with a clever plan to solve his problem. So, the stork put his smart brain to
work and came up with a badly evil idea. He pretended to be very sad and
worried, and he gathered all the creatures of the pond together.

He said, “Brothers and sisters of this beautiful pond, we are now facing great
trouble. It is a matter of life and death.”

The other creatures were quite naturally scared by his words. They asked, “Our
brother the stork, why are you so sad and scared? Let us know about your bad
news. We will get together and solve this problem.”

The stork didn’t waste any time and went straight to telling his lies, “My
friends of this pond; we may soon lose our home, humans have taken over this
forest. They plan to direct the waters of this pond to a dam they are building in
the city. If we do not find a new home, all of us will be dead soon. We must do
something. Moving from here is a must for us.”

He needed to give some proof, so he said, “My sister from the pond nearby is
now homeless, her friends are all dead, and I’m afraid the same will happen to
us. Being homeless is one thing, but being dead, oh no, God save us!”

The creatures of the pond were terrified. These were creatures that lived all
their lives in this pond; they couldn’t imagine living anywhere else, and without
water, none of them could live. The small and simple creatures of the pond
trusted every word the large stork spoke. They all agreed that the stork was
the cleverest among them, so they begged the stork to save their lives.

The stork pretended to think long and hard, and then the stork said, “My
brothers and sisters, we have to find another pond to call our home, and |
know just the right one. | have been there too many a time. It is just a perfect
place for us. It is just like heaven has come to the earth. | will personally take
each one of you to our new home, one of you at a time, in my beak. As you
know, | am getting old and weak, | cannot carry more than one of you at a
time. My last wish will be for you all to live safe and well.”

The stork continued, “One more thing, | don’t want you to believe what | am
saying. | would like to prove it. Please, just for the proof, | take one of you and
bring back here. Then you can hear from them their own experience.”



So he took one of them in his beak and showed her a beautiful lake which was
like a dream comes true. The creature he took was a small fish. Her name was
Santi. Even though she was small, she loved eating a lot of food. So the stork
treated her really well. They sat near the lake and had a delicious lunch. Santi
could not believe her new home: a lake full of water; so many lovely plants; no
noise, very peaceful and quiet.

They went back. Santi could not stop talking. She kept praising the lake and
could not wait to leave to go there. She told everything to the other creatures.

The other creatures were quite happy with this story. They all agreed to accept
the help offered by the stork. For these poor creatures, this was the only way
to stay alive. For the stork, this was his wicked way to fill his hungry belly. The
stork was very happy, but he hid his feelings from the other creatures of the
pond. He even shed a lot of tears when he spoke. The stork’s evil plan was
working.

He was now sure that he would get his food every day without much trouble.
The next day, the stork got to work on his wicked idea. The creatures of the
pond happily climbed into his beak. The stork then flew off with them a few
miles away, dropped them from a great height, and ate the dead fishes, frogs,
and crabs without much trouble. Every day, in this way, he killed and ate many
frogs, crabs, and fish.

Soon the stork became very greedy. The stork was eating more than he needed
to, and the pond soon became an empty and lonely place. The stork was eating
more and more, getting fatter every day. Soon all creatures of the pond were
gone, and only one crab was left. Now that it was the last crab’s turn, this little
crab was excited about going to a new and safe home. He had been waiting to
join his crab friends and family for many days. He happily climbed into the
stork’s beak, and soon the stork was flying high up in the air. After a while, the
crab wanted to know where he was going. The crab peeked out of the stork’s
beak. What he saw shocked him.

The stork was flying over dry land, and there was not a pond in sight. The crab
was afraid, and cried out, “Brother Stork, where are you taking me, there is not
a single pond in sight.”

The stork let out an evil laugh and said, “Why would | take you to another
pond, you are my meal for today.”



Though the crab was afraid, he was a quick-thinking crab. He was known for his
presence of mind. The crab shouted out, “But | was the last crab in the pond,
where do you think you will get your next meal, you are now too old and weak
to hunt.” The stork got worried. The crab grabbed this chance and said, “I
know of another much smaller and shallow pond where my brother lives,
hunting for your food will be far easier. If | show you the pond, can you spare
my life?”

The greedy stork loved the crab’s plan. The stork was old and lazy, and he
didn’t want to hunt anymore. So, the idea of fish, frogs, and crabs to eat,
without any trouble, made him very happy. He followed the crab’s directions.

After much flying and no pond in sight, the stork was very tired and cried out,
“Where is this pond you are talking about?”

The crab pointed out to a cave in the mountains and said, “There, that is the
secret entrance to the pond.”

The tired yet happy stork flew right into the cave. The greedy stork excitedly
entered deep into the cave, without fear. Inside the cave, all the stork could
see were two scary red eyes coming towards him. The crab screamed from
inside the stork’s mouth, “Oh great king, | have brought you this wicked and
cruel stork.”

“He has killed all our crab brothers.” The stork was now facing a giant crab, the
king of all crabs. This crab was so much bigger than the tiny crab caught in its
beak. This crab was as big as the stork. The stork was too tired to run away; he
was begging for his life. He knew that the strong king crab could quickly kill
him. He was on his knees, crying.

“Most merciful king, spare my life, and | will change my ways.” the stork said.

The crab king replied, “You cannot change your ways, you are a hunter while
the frogs, fish, and crabs are your food.”

The stork was very scared. He was sure that the dangerous king crab would
soon kill him. The crab king continued, “While you cannot stop your hunger,
you can stop your greed. You should not have killed so many frogs, fish, and
crabs, and emptied the pond” At that moment, the stork knew he was wrong
to be so greedy. He begged for his life. He let the crab go from within his beak
and promised to be a better stork. Though big and powerful, the crab king was
kind and forgiving. He spared the stork’s life and took the tiny crab to safety.



In the end, nature corrected the mistakes of the stork. The stork was sorry for
his actions. He promised never to be greedy anymore and kept that promise.

Moral: Work honestly to meet your needs. Do not give in to greed.



2. The Sick Lion

A lion lived in a cave near a forest by himself. One day, he celebrated his
birthday by himself. He ate and drank plenty. After drinking some country—
made rum, he became a little drunk. He could not resist dancing. While he was
dancing, he fell down and broke his front leg. As a result, he could not hunt for
himself anymore. He was hungry. He knew he would die sooner or later of
hunger. He thought of a plan. He sent word across the forest about his poor
condition.

Dear, beloved animals of the forest,

| am on my last legs. | mean, | am tired and near death. As you know, | am not
very old. But when death comes, it does ask for age. And also, as they say:
those whom God loves die young. | am inviting you to catch a glimpse of your
own King. Due to my poor health, | cannot see more than one animal at a time.
Please come one by one. My eyes are longing to see you before | depart from
this world.

Yours truly,
Poor humble,
King the Lion.

All the animals felt sorry for him and started visiting him. You may have
guessed it was a trap.

The first animal to visit was an innocent sow (female pig)

As she entered the cave, the Lion caught her and killed her. The meat of the
sow was plenty for many days. So the Lion put a noticeboard outside his cave.

I am tired and having a rest. Please do not disturb me before the full moon.



After the full moon, the animals came to the cave one by one. The Lion killed
them and enjoyed his meal everyday...

One day, the vixen (female fox) came to visit the lion. The vixen was a clever
animal. The vixen entered the cave and stood at a safe distance.

The said Lion said, “Dear Vixen, how are you? | was wondering where you have
gone. Please come closer. | want to bless you with my paws.”

The vixen replied, “Sorry, Sir, | am happy to receive my blessing from a
distance. | see footprints of other animals coming into the cave. But there is
not a single trail of them leaving your cave. | have just come to say my farewell
to you. | hope you will die slowly and steadily. Not a single animal will visit you
anymore. | doubt if anyone would even attend your funeral. Goodbye, so-
called our humble King.”



3. Reeta Completes Her Homework

Put the verb into the correct form, positive ( etc.) or negative ( etc.).
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Please don't make so much noise. __Lm_trying (1 /try) to work.
H b H : i i H %
Let's go out now. .. It ent rdinng (it / rain) any more.

You can turn oﬁthe radio. . - A1/ listen) toit.
Kate phoned last night. Shps on holldavw-nth fr|end5 e |2 NE  NAWE)
a great time and doesn’t want to come back.
Andrew started evening classes recently. ..o (HE f lE@rn) Japanese.
Paul and Sarah have had an argumentandnow ...................(they/speak)
to one another.
The situation is already very bad and now . - . \it/ get) worse.
T e WVOT] today HPstakPn thP davoﬁ
- L|; look; forSopme Do you know where she is?

ThP \-'-fashmg machm:ﬂ has been repaired. ... - (It / work) now.

(They / bu|ld1 a new hosp|tal Itwlll bp ﬂmshpd next year.
Bpn isa studpnt but hps notwery happy. . .. [He /enjoy) his course.

LThe \.'-f:aather / changeJ Lock at those clouds.
| think it's going to rain.

Dan has been in the same job fora long time. .. (HE f STATE) 10 g2t boTed
with it.

Answers are on the next page.



Answers

1. Please don’t make so much noise. | am trying to work.
2. Let’s go now. Itis not raining any more.

3. You can turn off the radio. | am not listening to it.

4. Kate phoned last night. She’s on holiday with friends. She is having a great
time and doesn’t want to come back.

5. Andrew started evening classes recently. He is learning Japanese.

6. Paul and Sarah have had an argument and now they are not speaking to
one another.

7. The situation is already very bad and now it is getting worse.

8. Timis not working today. He’s taken the day off.

9. lam looking for Sophie. Do you know where she is?

10. The washing machine has been repaired. It is working now.

11. They are building a new hospital. It will be finished next year.

12. Ben is a student, but he’s not very happy. He is not enjoying his course.
13. The weather is changing. Look at those clouds. | think it’s going to rain.

14. Dan has been in the same job for a long time. He is starting to get bored
with it.



4. Picture Dictionary Page
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car

cars noun -
a vehicle with wheels R E ﬁ;& 5

that 1s moved by y

an engine and used \
to carry people from
place to place.

New York City taxicab

London taxi

fuel can plate

antenna

roof rack tatlgate

rearview
mirror

wheel minivan
trim

bumper

exhaust pipe windshield

wiper

rearview
mirror

sy wheel

headlight ornament

starting
handle

radiator grill

vintage car

. engine
tire tread windshield

steering wheel

hood

trunk

p

exhaust
pipe

sports car Tight




caravan

caravans noun
a group of people or vehicles
traveling together, often for
safety when traveling across
difficult or dangerous land.

carnival
carnivals noun
1 a special
event with
a street

procession,
music, and
dancing.

2 a traveling

fair with
rides, games, &
and shows.
cardboard carrot
noun carrols noun

a very strong, stiff type of
paper used to make boxes.

care

cares caring cared verb

1 to be interested.

I care about what you do.
2 to look after someone.
I care for my sick mother.
3 to feel affection

for someone.

He cares for his girifriend.

career

careers noun

the jobs someone has during
their working life, usually in
the same occupation.

She taught in three schools
during her career.

a hard, sweet-tasting
root vegetable.
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carry
carries carrying
carried verb

to hold
something
while you move
it somewhere.

careful
adjective
being aware
of dangers
or problems.

Be careful when you cross
the river.
B opposite careless

cargo

cargoes noun

all the different goods that
a ship or aircraft carries.
A cargo of bananas.

carton
cartons noun

a small
cardboard
container for
holding liquid,
food, or objects.

cartridge

cartridges noun

a container of ink for use

in a pen or computer printer.

carve
carves carving carved verb
to cut something into

a shape.

case

cases noun

1 a container.

2 a particular event

or example.

There have been several cases
of the flu at school.

cast

casts casting cast verb

1 to choose someone for
a part in a play or film.

He was cast as the king.

2 to shape something in
a mold.

A statue cast in bronze.

castle

castles noun

a large house with high stone
walls and strong defenses
against attacking armies.

cartoon
cartoons noun

1a funny drawing
that makes people laugh.
2 a moving film made by
photographing thousands
of drawings one by one.

cat
cats noun
a mammal that is often kept
as a pet. Cats eat small
animals and are fierce
hunters (see pet
on page 148).

catalog

catalogs noun

a book that shows you

the things you can buy
from a shop or a company.
m say kat-a-log

catch

caltches catching caught verb
1 to get hold of something
that is thrown

to you.

2 to get on a vehicle.

I cateh the bus to work.
3 to get an infection.
I caught the measles
from my sister.

caterpillar
caterpillars noun
the larva of
a butterfly
or moth.

cattle

noun
cows, bulls, or oxen.



