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1. A Man Complaint to God about His Problems

Once, a person had a very bad day. All night, he pleaded to God and said,
“God, if you’re not angry, may | ask you a question?”

God replied, “Ask, whatever you want to ask.”
The person said, “Why did you spoil my whole day?”
God said, “What happened?”

The person said, “In the morning, my alarm did not ring. Because of this, | got
up late. When | was going to work, my scooter broke down on the way. | called
for a taxi, but it took ages to arrive. In a hurry, | left my lunchbox at home. The
canteen at work was closed due to a strike. | spent my whole day without
food.”

God replied, “Well, anything else?”

The person continued, “I was to receive an important phone call, but my
phone got switched off. And also, | didn’t feel very well, so | thought that | go
home early and sleep. But when | reached home, there was no electricity.

God, please help.”

God replied, “Look, listen to me carefully. Today, you were going to get into
some big trouble.

| wanted you to take a day off, so | switched your alarm off.

But you went out and then you were going to have a serious accident. So |
broke your scooter down.

Eating in the canteen would have given you food poisoning. So | managed to
shut it.

You were to receive a cheating phone call. Somebody planned to sell a false
insurance policy. So | switched your phone off.

You have some faulty electric wires in the house. Your house was to catch fire
in the night when you were asleep. So | cut off the electricity in your house.



| didn’t do all this to trouble you but to save you from big troubles.”

The person realised and thanked God and said, “God, | made a mistake. Please
forgive me. | will not complain again.”

God smiles and said, “No need to be sorry. In future, just remember me, trust
me. Whatever | do, | do for your good.”

"Man proposes, God disposes"

Human beings can make any plans they want, but it's God that decides their
success or failure.



2. Three old Men

Once in a village, a woman saw three old men sitting outside her house. They
were sitting there for quite a while.

The woman went outside and said, “I saw that you are sitting here for a long.
You must be hungry. Please come in and have something to eat. “

The men asked, “Is the man of the house at home?"

The woman replied, 'No.”

The men replied, “Then we cannot come in.”

The woman went inside. In the evening when her husband came, she told him
about the people sitting outside and all that happened.

The husband said to his wife, “Please ask those men to come in and have
some food.”

The woman went out and said, 'My husband is home. He is inviting you all.

Please come inside and have some food."

They replied, “We do not go inside a house together.”

The woman questioned, “Why?”

Then one of those old men explained.



Pointing to one of his friends, he said, “His name is Wealth. If he goes with
you, your home will always be filled with wealth. Then pointing to another old
man, he said, “He is ‘Success’. If he goes with you, you will always be
successful in whatever you start to do. He introduced himself as Love. If | go
with you then your home will always be filled with love.

Then he said, “Now you go in and discuss with your husband which one of us
you want in your home.”

The woman went inside and told his husband about what that old man said.
Her husband was overjoyed to listen about it and said, “Let's invite Wealth.

Let him come and fill our home with wealth.”

Their wife disagreed and said, “No. Why don't we invite Success?”

Their daughter-in-law was listening to this. She came to them and suggested,
“Wouldn’t it be better if we invite Love into our home? Then our home will be

filled with love forever.”

Husband and wife agreed to her advice

The woman again went out and said, “Which one of you is Love? Please come

in and be our guest.”

Love got up and started walking toward the house. Just then other two also

got up and started following him.

The woman asked, “You said that not all can come together. | invited only

Love. Why are you coming?”

Old men replied, “If you had invited Wealth or Success then the other two
have stayed outside.

Wherever there is Love, Wealth and Success will follow.



3. A Cat and Her Strong Friends

Once there lived a cat. She thought, "The lion is the strongest of all the
animals. It is good to have strong friends. | shall go to the lion and make friends
with him."

She did so and the lion and the cat were friends for many, many days.

Once they went for a walk together and met an elephant. The lion began to
fight with the elephant and the elephant killed him.

The cat was very sorry. "What shall | do?" she thought.

"The elephant was stronger than the lion. | shall go to the elephant and make
friends with him."

She did so and they were friends for many, many days.

Once they went for a walk and met a hunter. The hunter shot at the elephant
and killed him. The cat was sorry, but she thought, "The man is stronger than
the elephant, | see."

So she went up to the hunter and asked, "May | go with you?"
"All right, let us go home together," he said.

They came to the man's home. His wife came to him and took his gun from
him. The cat saw that and thought: “Oh, the woman is the strongest of all! She
can take the hunter's gun from him, and he does not fight with her. He does
not even say a word!” The man sat down at the table and the woman went to
the kitchen. The cat went to the kitchen, too. She decided to stay with the
woman forever.

That's why you always see a cat in the kitchen at a woman's feet.
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4. The King and His sons

Once upon a time, there lived a king. He was a kind and intelligent king. He had
four sons. The King was very old. He was worried about his kingdom. He
wanted to choose his successor. But, all his sons were strong and brave. He
was finding it hard to decide, who should be his successor.

One day, he thought of a plan. He called his sons. He gave them a gold coin
each. He asked them to bring some very special. Whatever they bring, it should
cover the whole space of a big room. He gave them one week to complete the
task.

All the four sons went in search of such things.

The first son went to Saharanpur, Haryana. He brought some cotton. He
thought to himself, “Cotton is light so it is easy to carry. | am sure it will fill the
room.”

The second son went to Jammu and Kashmir. He brought lots of apples. He
thought to himself, “The apples are really good. They are yellow, green and
red. | am sure they will fill the room.”

The third son went to Rajasthan. He brought a lot of monkey nuts. They are
very useful during the Lohri festival. | am sure they will fill the room.”

The fourth son, the youngest, was not very tall but very clever. He was busy
reading his books. He didn’t have to travel far. One day, it was getting dark
outside. He came inside. He wanted to read his storybook. It was very dark
inside so he lit the candle. The candle filled the room with light. So this candle
solved his problem.

After one week, the king called his sons. He went to the big room with his four
sons. The king asked his sons to demonstrate whatever material they have
come up with.

The first son spread the cotton, but it didn’t cover the whole space.

The second son spread the apples, but it didn’t cover the whole space.



The third son spread the monkey nuts, but it didn’t cover the whole space.

The fourth son went to the king and returned the gold coin. The king got
shocked and said, “My dear son, did you not bring anything?”

The fourth son replied, “I didn’t buy anything. There was no need. | didn’t want
to waste the precious gold coin.”

The king was puzzled and said, “What are you going show us?”
The fourth son said, “Please shut the door, please shut all the windows.”

He took out a small candle from his pocket and lit it with a match. The whole
room was filled with light.

The king was very pleased with the fourth son. Without hesitation, he
announced him as the future king.

The king said to his son:

‘ Take your candle

and light the world




5. The Lion and the Mouse
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It was a warm, summer day. The wind was blowing very gently. The lion was
tired. He had been hunting for many days. He lay under a tree and fell asleep.
He dreamt, “He is in a rich country. He is treated like a real king. He doesn’t
hunt. He gets his meat in a big manger. He is very happy. He is thinking of
getting married soon. He has seen a few lionesses, but he cannot decide which
one to choose for his wife...”

Suddenly, a mouse the Micky disturbed his sleep. The lion was very angry. He
caught Micky.

Micky cried and ask for mercy. She said to the lion, “Please release me, | am
very sorry. | didn’t mean to disturb your sleep. | was just jumping up and down
because | was very happy. | am getting married next week. My husband is very
rich. We are going to America for our honeymoon. Many people cannot go to
America; it is not that they cannot obtain an American visa, but the air tickets
are too expensive. | am lucky though...”

The lion took pity on her and let her go.

After a few weeks, the lion was caught by some hunters in a net. Luckily, Micky
and her husband, Mussa, were passing by.

They were going to a travel agent to book their tickets. They were going to go
to Scotland this time.



They saw the lion stuck in the net. They cut the ropes of the net with their
sharp teeth. The lion was set free.

The lion thanked Micky but said, “Why didn’t you invite me to your wedding?”

Micky replied, “I was going to invite you, but the food was only for 120 mice. If
we had invited you, all the 120 mice would have starved from hunger.”

The lions smiled and said, “I know; | understand...”



6. A Question of Time

Nasruddin Khan was an old man and he was ploughing his plot of land when a
hunter came riding a horse.

The hunter was a rude man. He didn’t respect the elders.

“Hey, you!" said the hunter. “Did you see a pig run past?"

“Yes," replied Khan.

“Which way did it go?" demanded the man.

Khan pointed in the direction in which the pig had gone.

The man rode away without a word of thanks but he was back within minutes.
“No sign of it!" he said. “Are you sure it went that way?"

“I am certain," replied Khan. “It went that way. Two years ago."



adviser

advisers noun

someone who gives advice or
makes suggestions.

He was made student adviser.

aerial

adjective

in the air.

An aerial photograph.
m say airee-al

aerobics
noun
energetic physical exercises
that are done in

time to music.

o
b

W say air-roh-biks

aerosol
aerosols noun

a can that forces
out liquid in

a fine spray.

W say air-ro-sol

affect

affects affecting affected verb
to make something or
someone different.

The drought badly affected
the harvest.

affection

noun

the feeling that vou like
someone very much.
affectionate adjective
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afford

affords affording afforded verb
to have enough money to
buy something.

We can afford to go away on

age
noun
1 how old someone or
something is.

vacation this year.
. The
afraid number
adjective of rings in
scared. a tree’s trunk
show its age.
He was afraid 2 a period in history.
of mice. The Iron Age.
after aggressive
preposition adjective

It is after 8 oclock.

2 behind.

He was after me in the line.
3 following.

The cat ran after the mouse.

afternoon

afternoons noun

the period of time between
noon and evening.

again

adverb

once more,

The fans cheered when their
team scored again.

against
preposition
1 next to something,
touching it

TS
Against the fence.
2 opposed to, or not on

the same side.

She was against the decision.

ready to attack.

Cats can be aggressive if they
are frightened.
aggressively adverb

agony

agonies noun

extreme pain.

The runner was in agony when
he broke his leg.

agree

agrees agreeing agreed verb
to think the same as
someone else.

B opposite disagree

agriculture

noun
farming.

One form of agriculture in
Thailand is rice growing.
agricultural adjective

aground

adverb

stranded on rocks or sand, or
in shallow water.

The ship ran aground in

the storm.

ahead

adverb

LI
- -

He walked on ahead of
the others.

aid

noun

1 help.

The helicopter came to the aid
of the stranded walkers.

2 a machine or a device that
helps you do something.

alm

aims aiming aimed verb
1 to point an object
at someone

or something.

Aiming at the target.

2 to try to do something.
We aim to please.

aim noun
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alr
noun
the mixture of gases that
plants and animals breathe.
A layer of air surrounds Earth.

aircraft

noun
any vehicle that

canfly. /

& &
airplane

aircraft-carrier
aircraft-carriers noun

a ship for aircraft to take off
from and .

land on.

airline

airlines noun

a company that owns and
flies aircraft.

airmail

noun

mail that 1s carried
by airplane.
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airport

airports noun

a place where people go to
travel by airplane.

ajar
adjective
slightly
open.

The door
is ajar.

alarm

noun
1 a loud noise that warns you

of something.

1
\\ /

burglar
2 a feeling of fear. alarm
album
albums noun

a blank book for displaying
pictures and other items.
A photograph album.

alcohol

noun

a strong drink, such as wine
or beer.

msay al-ka-hol

alert

adjective
watching and
listening very
carefully.

The dog looked very alert.

alien

aliens noun

something that seems
strange or foreign.

B say ay-lee-en

alien adjective

alike
adjective
very similar.

These
brothers
look alike.

alive
adjective
living.

alligator

alligators noun

a large reptile that lives in
swamps and rivers.
Alligators eat fish and other
animals that come close to
the water’s edge.

allow
allows allowing allowed verb
to let someone do something.

Her parents allowed her to
stay up and watch the
program.

® oppesite forbid

almost (
adverb 4
nearly.
Flowers need water to
stay alive. The bottle is |
W opposite dead almost empty. \emre=
all alone
adjective adjective
every part of, or everyone. by yourself,
He ate all the cake himself. without

allergy

allergies noun

an unpleasant reaction to
something that doesn't affect
most people.

He has an allergy to cats.
allergic adjective

anyone else.

He was
alone
on the =

island. %’;ﬁ%

along

preposition

from one end to another.
We walked along the beach.

aloud

adverb

so that it can be heard.
He read the letter aloud.




